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Executive summary

Metro Transit is planning METRO H Line stations and seeking feedback. Responses will help to decide
where stations should be located. Provide your feedback on proposed stations by October 7, 2026.

e Complete a survey online at metrotransit.org/h-line-project

e Email comments to HLine@metrotransit.org
e Call Customer Experience at 612-373-3333

A summary of engagement completed during the Draft Corridor Plan can be found in Appendix A.

Corridor overview

The H Line is a planned arterial bus rapid transit (BRT) line that will provide faster and more reliable
transit service in the Como Avenue and Maryland Avenue corridor, which is served today primarily by
Route 3 and Route 80.

The 17-mile H Line will run from downtown Minneapolis to the Sun Ray Transit Center on Saint Paul’s
East Side, providing new east-west service connecting the two cities. The route will travel on Washington
Avenue, Pleasant Street, 15th Avenue, and Como Avenue in Minneapolis, and on Como Avenue, Maryland
Avenue, White Bear Avenue, 3rd Street, and Ruth Street in Saint Paul.

Stations

The H Line is proposed to stop at 46 stations along the route, spaced 0.4 miles apart (two to three per
mile) on average to balance speed and access to stations. BRT stations are designed to provide faster
and more reliable service, with amenities that make taking transit more comfortable and easier to use.
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Corridor transit service

The H Line will increase and improve transit service in the corridor. The exact service schedule for the H
Line will be developed closer to the opening of the line. Buses are planned to arrive up to every 10-15
minutes. H Line service will run seven days a week during the day, evening, and most of the night.

Today, the H Line corridor is served primarily by Route 3 and Route 80, as well as Route 54 and Route 64.
Several other routes serve portions of the corridor today, but for shorter segments.

When the H Line opens, transit service in the corridor will look different. Route 3 and all of its branches
are planned to be discontinued when the H Line opens. The H Line, G Line BRT (Rice Street), and a
proposed new local Route 66 are planned to replace Route 3 in the corridor. Separately, changes are
proposed along Maryland Avenue east of 1-35E as part of the Bronze Line BRT, which is planned to begin
service in 2032. Route 80 is planned to be replaced by the H Line and Bronze Line.

Existing service

Proposed service

*Terminus and service of the proposed Route 66 will be determined closer to the H Line opening date
**Route 54, Route 64, and other local routes subject to change following implementation of H Line and Bronze Line

Project schedule

The H Line project is in the planning phase to identify and collect feedback on station locations. The Draft
Corridor Plan, released on March 23rd, 2026 was the first of three versions of the plan to identify H Line
station locations. The Recommended Corridor Plan is the second version of the plan and incorporates
community feedback received on the Draft Corridor Plan. The Final Corridor Plan will be the third and final
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version of the plan and include any additional updates to station locations based on community feedback
received on the Recommended Corridor Plan. The Final Corridor Plan will be brought to the Metropolitan
Council for approval, anticipated in fall 2026. The Metropolitan Council is the regional policy-making
body, planning agency, and provider of essential services in the seven-county Twin Cities metro area. This
includes Metro Transit's bus and rail system, Metro Mobility, and Transit Link.

The engineering phase takes the station concepts identified in the Final Corridor Plan and creates detailed
designs that address how the stations fit into the street and the precise location of bus shelters and other
amenities. H Line engineering is expected to happen in 2026-2027. H Line construction is expected to
begin in 2028, pending full funding.

Project schedule (subject to change)

The estimated planning-level cost of the H Line project is $120-150 million. This estimate will continue to
be revised as project details are developed and refined through the engineering phase. As of mid-2026,
$60 million in funding for this project has been identified, and Metro Transit continues to seek full funding
for the project through local, state, and federal sources.

Public engagement

Community feedback is key to planning an arterial BRT line. There are two public engagement periods
during the H Line planning phase:

e Draft Corridor Plan engagement period from March 23 through May 4, 2026
e Recommended Corridor Plan engagement period from September 10 through October 7, 2026

Following the second public engagement period, Metro Transit will consider revisions and seek approval
of the Final Corridor Plan from the Metropolitan Council. A summary of public engagement activities and
feedback received during the Draft Corridor Plan engagement phase is included in the Recommended
Corridor Plan and a similar summary will be prepared for the Final Corridor Plan.
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Updates in the Recommended Corridor Plan

Metro Transit project staff considered changes to the H Line alignment, station locations and platform
locations based on feedback from the Draft Corridor Plan comment period. Use the links below to go
directly to the full analysis.

Como Park Neighborhood Suggested Alignment

Evaluation of a community request to change the H Line alignment through the Como Park Neighborhood
from Como Avenue/ Van Slyke Avenue/ Chatsworth Avenue to Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue
between Snelling Avenue and Dale Street.

Washington & 5th Avenue S

Evaluation of a new H Line Station at the Washington & 5th Avenue S intersection.

15th Avenue & Como

Evaluation of moving the station mid-block between Como Avenue and Brook Avenue.

Como & 18th Avenue

Evaluation of adding a new station at Como Avenue and 18th Avenue.

Como & 27th Avenue

Evaluation of moving the Como & 29th Avenue Station to Como Avenue and 27th Avenue.

Como & Doswell

Evaluation of moving the Como & Doswell Station.

Como & Snelling

Evaluation of moving the eastbound platform to the west side of Snelling Avenue.

Como & Chatsworth

Evaluation of moving the eastbound platform to Como Avenue nearside of Kilburn Avenue or removing the
station.

Maryland & Grotto

Evaluation of moving the westbound platform farside of the Grotto Street intersection.

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 5



Table of Contents

EXECULIVE SUMIMANY ....ccuieeeeeiireeenceeeennneceracscesesnsssessssssesssnsssessssssscssssssesssnsssesssnssssssnssssssnsssssssnssssssnnssssssnssssssnnes 2
JLICe Lo L= 0o 4 = o | =N 6
[ 4o Te [FTox T ) o 9
COITIOOT OVEIVIEW ceeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeaeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasasaesaaseaeeeseeeesasaeeeesaeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 9
Overall Project SChEAUIE...........eeiiiiiirieeeeiiiniiiieaneeesionitirssasssssssssstsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 12
PlONNING cettttieeee ettt ettt eee e e e et ettt e e e e e eeatessaaae e eeeeaaeassnasssaseeaaessnsnsssaeeeeseesnnnnnsaseeeeneennnnnneeeeeeennnnnn 12
B G INMEEIING - eeeeeeiiiiiieeee ettt e e e e et ettt e e e e e eeatesaaaa i aaeeeeaetssnssssaeeeeaaesssssssaseeeaeesnnnnnaaeeeeaeennnnnnneeeeeeeeennnn 12
CONSEIUCTION e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaaaaaaaaaaaasaasaasasasaeeeaaeaaaeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 12
PlONNING SCREAUIE... ... eeeeeeecceeeteeeaeeeceeeetteeeaneeeseecetseennsssssssessssssanssssssssssssssanssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssnnssssssssassanan 13
(B]g e a il ofe] g e Lo Tl o] o o IR PP PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPRE 13
PUDIiC @NGOGEMENE PEIIOA HL....uiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e eeetiiireee e e eetettaeeeeeeeeetetasasaesseeeeenssssssssssseesesssnnsnsssseseeessnns 13
Recommended COrridOr PION ......cuieiiiiiiiiieitiieiteieteteeteeteteteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeereeeeaeraeeeeennnns 13
PUDIIC €NGOGEMENTE PEIIOA H2....uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e eeeetiiireee e e eetttaaee e e e e eeeattaasaaeeseeeeensssssssssseeeeessssnsnsssseseeessnns 13
(T a o | I @leT g gTe o] gl > lo ] s FHRRR PP PP PP PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPRE 13
PUDIIC @NGUGEMENT ... eaeeecciiitieeaeeeceeeeieeeeaneeeieeeeeseennsssssssessssssansssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssnnssssssssssasnnn 14
20 [ =T oY1 o 13RS 14
Tell US WAL YOU thinK! ....eeee e re e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e eeeabaa e eeeeesesetsannseeeaasneessnnnnseesannns 14
What iS Arterial BRT? ......eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeseesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 15
ArEEIIOL BRT NEIWOIK ceeiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaeeeaaaaaeaaaaaaaaeens 15
Arterial BRT OttrOULES oo e e e e e e e e 17
] FoYT=Tot ar =1 1T 0 0 =T ) RSP 19
H Line COrridor traNSit SEIVICE ... .cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiiisiisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 26
I g Yo T Lo Tole | I 0TIy T oV ol < TR 26
Proposed H LiNE COMTITOr SEIVICE ...iiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeieetiiiiieeeeeeeeetttuaieeeeeeeeeessssssasesseesessssssssssseeesessssssssessseessssnns 28
LoCAl AGENCY PAFNEISNIP.....cciiiirreeeenecsseeieresaeeessssssetsessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnas 30
TechniCal AdVIiSOrY COMMIUTLEE ...ccvueiiieiiiee et e eetiee e e et e e eeeateeeesttaeeseannaeessnnnseassnnnsesssnnseensnnnaees 30
COOTAINOLEA PrOJECES e ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e ee e eeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaaeeeeeeaeeeeaeaeaeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 30
H LiN@ STALIONS c.uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiisissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 33
Updates in the Recommended Corridor PION .......uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerr.. 34
Washington & LOth AVENUE N .cuuuuuiieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e eeeettiisee e e e e eettuuaaseeseeetetassssssssssesseesssssssesssessessssssnsssseeans 35
WAShiNGtON & BT AVENUE N .ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee s eeetrieee e e e e eeeetuaaeeeseeeteeassssssssssessersssssssesssesenssssssnsssseeans 37
WAShINGLON & 3rd AVENUE N ..iiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeettiieaeeeeeeeettnusaaseesseeeseesssssssssssesseesssssssessssssessssssnsssssaans 39
WAShINGLON & HENNEPIN....cciiiiiiiiiiii e 41

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 6



Washington & Marquette-2Nd AVENUE S........ceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeettiiiieeeeeeeeeetaseneseseseeesssssnnsesssessesssnsnssessseens 43

WAShINGLON & 5T AVENUE S....iiiiiiieie ettt e e etree e e e e e et ettt e e e s s eeeeaasaaasesseeaseesssnsnseeseesnesssnnnnsesseenns 45
WAShINGTON & ChICAGO ..uuuiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee ettt ettt eee e e e et eteta e e e e eeeaetasnaasaeeeeaeeessnnsnsseseessessnnnnnneeseeees 49
WaAShiNGtON & 11th AVENUE S...eeiiiiieiiiiiiiiieee e eeeetttee e e e e et etttaa e e e e e eeaetasaaasseeeeeeeessnnsssasesessessnnnnnnseseenes 51
WOASHINGTON & COOAN eveiiiiieeeeeiitieieeee e e eeetttareeeeeeeetttaaaaeaeeeeeattanaaassaaeeeeaeensnssssaseseeeeessssssnseseessesssnnnnnseseenns 53
WASHINGTON & WESE BONK...ciiiiiiiiiiiieeeeieeeeiiiiiieee e e e eeeetieee e e e eeeetaeaaeeeseeeeetasannnsssssesssssssnsnsseseessnessnnnnsesseenns 55
Pleasant-E RivVer & APPIEDY HAIl ... eee e e e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e e eeeaasaaseeeeeeneennen 57
PlEOSONT & UNIVEISITY 1uueeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeettttieee e e e e eeetttiieseeseeeeeatreaaeeseeeseesssssnsasssessssssssnnsessssesessssnsnsesseeenneenen 59
15th AVENUE & 5T STrEet ..cee et e et e e et e e e et e e eeeaa s e eennn e eeenneseanannnsaaennnns 61
15th AVENUE & 8th STIrEet ...ee ittt e et e e et e e e et e e eeeaa s e eennn s eeenneseanannnneaennnns 63
L15Th AVENUE & COMIO .iiiiiiiiiiiiiiititiee ettt e e ettt e e s e e ettt e e e s s e ettt baaaa e e e e eeeeassnaaesseeeeeesnnnnnnsnseeens 65
COMO & 22NA AVENUE ...ttt ettt e ettt e e e e e ettt eaa e s s e e ettt aaaaa e e s e eee et ssnaaeessseeeeesnnnnnssnseeens 68
COMO & 27N AVENUE ...ttt e ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e et teaa e e e eeeeeesnnaa e eeeeaeeennnnaaaaaaaas 72
COMIO & EUSTIS ceeeieieeieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaeeeaeaaeaaaaaasaaaaaaeaseessasaeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 76
COMO & DOSWEI ..ttt ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e et e eea e e e e e eeeeeenna e eeeeeeeeennnanaaaaaee 78
ComMO & ClevelanNd=ROYMONG... ...ttt ee et aeetaeeeteetaeeesaeetsnsasnnsasnsannssesnssssnsersnsennnnns 83
COMIO & FIfIEIA « e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasanaeaaaaaaaaaaasaeanens 85
COMO & FOIMGIOUNGS . .cciiviuiieeereeettiiiiiieeeeeeettttuaeaaeseeeetersnsnssessesaesssssssssssesesesssssssssssessessssssnsssssessesssssssesssaans 87
COMO & SNEIIING it e e e e et et ree e e e e eeettet e e eeeeeaaresaaaaaaeeeassessssannsesseeseesssnnnseeseesssssssnnneesannns 89
COMO & HOMIINE. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaeaaeeaaaaaeaaaaaeaeaaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 92
(0fe] 0 Lo I3 I )41 aTo | o] o [P URPPRE 94
COMO & ChOTSWOITN .ttt e e e et e e e s e e e et saaae e e s e eeas 96
COMO & NOGOSAKI.etiiieitiiiiiiieeeteeetttiuiiieeeeeeeettranaaeeseeeterrssssasessseseessssssssssssesssssssssssssseessesssssssessssessessssnnses 100
[V Te T gV [e[gTe IR €] o] 4 o FOU O PPPRPPRRPRt 102
Y [e YA o ToTe IR RN B T | [ PRSP 105
MOPYIANA & VW ESTEIN. .. cetiiiieiiieee ettt e eeeee ettt e e e eetee e ettt e s eeauaeeeaannseetannsaerasnnseerssnssserssnssensnnnsesrsnnssssssnnnens 107
[V oY/ o 1o Ve IR 7 = el TP 109
[V TeTgYdleTaTe IR ¥ o (ol 1¢=Yo] o IR PPTRPPRRPPPRPRt 111
MArYIONd & ATKWEIGNT ...ttt e e e e et ittt se e e e e eeeeaaaas s eseeaaeesssssssssseeesesssssnsnssssessensnns 113
MOPYIANA & POAYNE .ttt eetieeeetiee e ettteeeettneeeettaeeeetunseeeesssssseessssserssssssesssssssessssssensnssssessnsssesensnnees 115
MOPYIANA & AFCOAE ...iiiiiieeieiiiieeitiieeeetieeeettteeeettueeeettneeeeransseeessssssesssssserssssssssssssssessssssesssssssessnsssesensnees 117
Y [o YA Lo Tg Vo IR N o oY = RN 119
Y [e YA o Ta Ve IR 0N B TU T 1T d o RN 121
Y [o YA o 1o Ve IR @ [0 T /=T o ol =T RN 123
Maryland & HOZEIWOOM......c.u. ittt eeee et ee et eeeete e et e eateeeaaaseasaesasansasnssasnssssnsesnnsesnnsennnnns 125

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 7



[V FoTg Y/ o Tale I Y. o T} ol = 7=To | PSPPI 127

Wt BEAK & ClSE.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeaaaeaaaaaeaaaaeaeeaeaeens 129
WHIte BEAI & TTN STIrEET ...ttt e e e et ettt e e e e e eee et s e e e e e eeaaennnnassseeeeaeeesnnnsnnssaeeaes 131
White Bear & MINNENONG .....cciiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e ettt se e e e e eeeaeaasaaseeeeeeaeesnnnsnnseaaanes 133
WHIte BEAI & 310 SErEET ..eeeieiiiiiiieeee ettt ettt e e e e et ettt e e e e e eeeteaa e e e e eeeaaeansnssseeeeaeeesnnnsnnsseeenes 135
3Brd STrEEt & RUTN ..ee ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e et eb e e e e e eeeennnnaaeees 137
SUN ROY TrONSIT CONEEI ccittiiiieeeiiiieiitiieeee e e eeettceee e e e e et ettt reeeeeeeeeeaaaaaasesseesesessssnssesseesesssssnnnesssesnnessnnnnnnns 139
Appendix A: Draft Corridor Plan ENgagement SUMMIACY ......ccciieeeeeeeeiiecceneecensessssscsssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssass 141
Draft Corridor Plan ENGAGEMENT SUMIMIOIY ....eiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeitiiiieeeeeeetetennaaaeeeeeseeesnnsssseseessessnssssssesesssesnnns 141
ENQGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 1eeieiiiiiiieeee ettt ettt e e e e ettt ee e e e e eeeetaaa s eeeeeaeesannsssssseeaeessnnsnnnseseeseennnnn 141
OVEIVIEW Of SUIVEY FESUILS ..eeeiiiiieeeiee ettt et ee e et e e et it ee e e ettt eeesant e eesanneesrsnnseessnnneassnnnsesesnnneeneen 142
StAtion SPECITIC FEEADACK. ...ttt e e e e e et eaaa e e e s e eeeeaaansseessseeaeesnnsannsns 144
(2 [eX VAR ol e [AV/CIY o U] gl (=T=Te | oo [ol /PPN 150
Public agency and community letters received during the Draft Corridor Plan engagement............. 150
Como Park neighbors suggested alignment comparison and reSPONSE ........cceeeeeeeeevereeiceeeeeereeennnnenns 170
Appendix B: COrridor FArShip .....cccceeeceiceeiiieeemeeessssesiireseeeessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 181
Appendix C: Corridor pedestrian WalK/roll Sheds ..............eeeeeiiieeeerrrcceeeeiieeecesssnneeeeeecesessssnnsssessesssssnes 185

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 8



Introduction

Metro Transit is continuing to expand the arterial bus rapid transit (BRT) network in the region.

The METRO H Line is a planned bus rapid transit line that will provide faster and more reliable transit
service in the Como Avenue and Maryland Avenue corridor. BRT buses and stations are comfortable and
easy to use. See the What is Arterial BRT? section for more details.

Metro Transit is planning H Line stations. Feedback from customers and the public will help to decide
where stations should be located.

The Recommended Corridor Plan identifies H Line station and platform locations. Learn more about
proposed stations in the H Line stations section.

Provide your feedback on proposed stations by October 7, 2026.
e Complete a survey online at metrotransit.org/h-line-project
e Email comments to HLine@metrotransit.org

e Call Customer Experience at 612-373-3333

Corridor overview

The H Line corridor is about 17 miles long and is proposed to have 46 stations spaced about 0.4 miles
apart (two to three per mile) on average (Figure 1). See the H Line Stations section for more details.

The H Line will run from downtown Minneapolis to the Sun Ray Transit Center on Saint Paul’s East Side,
providing new east-west service connecting the two cities. The route will travel on

e Washington Avenue, Pleasant Street, 15th Avenue, and Como Avenue in Minneapolis, and on
e Como Avenue, Maryland Avenue, White Bear Avenue, 3rd Street, and Ruth Street in Saint Paul.

The H Line alignment was selected through the Network Next plan. It was adopted by the Metropolitan
Council in March 2021. Visit metrotransit.org/network-next for more details.

Today, the H Line corridor is primarily served by Route 3 and Route 80, in addition to Route 54 and Route
64. Route 3 is planned to be discontinued when the H Line opens. The H Line, G Line (Rice Street), and a
proposed new local Route 66 are planned to replace Route 3 in the corridor. See the H Line corridor transit
service section for more details.
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Figure 1. H Line corridor map

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

10



Did you know?

e |In fall 2025, customers took about 6,000 rides on Route 3, Route 54, Route 64, and Route 80 in the H
Line corridor per weekday.

e Route 3 was the region’s fifth highest ridership bus route in 2025.

e About 85% of existing riders in the H Line corridor will be able to catch the H Line within one block of
their current bus stop based on station locations proposed in this plan.

e During busy times, Route 3 buses often go less than 8 miles per hour in certain parts of the corridor.

e The H Line will introduce east-west transit service on Maryland Avenue between Rice Street and
Payne Avenue. Today, riders must travel to and from downtown Saint Paul to continue east or west
along Maryland Avenue. See the H Line corridor transit service section for more details.

e The G Line (service coming in 2027) will provide access to downtown Saint Paul with a transfer with
the H Line at Rice Street.

Students boarding and alighting from a Route 3U bus on the University of Minnesota campus at the proposed
Pleasant & University Station

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan
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Overall project schedule

Planning

During the planning phase, the project team develops the corridor plan. The corridor plan identifies the
location of stations and platforms. Metropolitan Council approval of this plan will set the location of
platforms within the intersection. This is an important step before beginning project engineering. H Line
planning is expected to be completed in 2026.

Engineering

In the engineering phase, stations are designed. The station design includes how the platforms fit into the
existing street and sidewalk. Station design also includes the location of the bus shelter and other
amenities. H Line engineering is expected to happen in 2026-2027.

Construction

The H Line is expected to begin construction in 2028, pending full funding being identified. The H Line will
open for service following completion of construction. The estimated planning-level cost of the H Line
project is $120-150 million. This estimate will continue to be revised as project details are developed and
refined through the engineering phase. As of mid-2026, $60 million in funding for this project has been
identified, and Metro Transit continues to seek full funding for the project through local, state, and federal
sources.
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Planning schedule

Draft Corridor Plan

The first version of the plan. It includes draft station and platform locations. The H Line Draft Corridor
Plan was released on March 23, 2026.

Public engagement period #1

The first engagement period of the project started on March 23, 2026, and ended on May 4, 2026.

Recommended Corridor Plan

The Recommended Corridor Plan is the second version of the plan. The information contained in this
document includes recommended station locations updated based on community feedback received
on the Draft Corridor Plan. The H Line Recommended Corridor Plan was released on August 24, 2026.

Public engagement period #2

The second public engagement period of the project started on September 10, 2026, and will end on
October 7, 2026.

Final Corridor Plan

The Final Corridor Plan is the third and final version of the plan. It will include any additional updates
to station locations based on community feedback received on the Recommended Corridor Plan. The
Final Corridor Plan will be brought to the Metropolitan Council for approval. This is expected to
happen in fall 2026.

B Line BRT bus serving John Ireland & Marshall station
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Public engagement

Community feedback is key to planning an arterial BRT line. Public engagement for the H Line project is
led by Metro Transit’s Community Outreach Coordinators. Our public engagement goals are:

e Solicit feedback from customers using existing service in the corridor
e Reach out to neighbors along the H Line corridor for feedback on the project
e Offer diverse ways that community members can provide project feedback

e Successfully bridge communication and engagement efforts between other coordinated projects
There will be two public engagement periods during the H Line planning phase:

e Draft Corridor Plan engagement period from March 23 through May 4, 2026
e Recommended Corridor Plan engagement period from September 10 through October 7, 2026

A summary of public engagement activities and feedback received during the Draft Corridor Plan public
engagement phase is included here.

Partnerships

Several H Line stations will be developed in coordination with other projects throughout the corridor.

Agency partners are leading their own public engagement processes for these coordinated projects. Metro

Transit is collaborating with agency partners to share H Line information and promote H Line public
engagement opportunities as part of separate coordinated projects.

Tell us what you think!

e Complete a survey online at here

e Email comments to HLine@metrotransit.org
e Call Customer Experience at 612-373-3333

e Sign up for project updates at metrotransit.org/h-line-project.

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan
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What is Arterial BRT?

Metro Transit is developing a network of arterial bus rapid transit (BRT) lines. Arterial BRT service runs on
existing streets, primarily in mixed traffic. BRT service is a cost-effective way to improve the transit
network. Arterial BRT lines are proven to attract more regular transit riders.

Arterial BRT network

The METRO H Line will be the eighth line in the arterial BRT network (Figure 2).

Existing:

A Line opened in June 2016 on Snelling Avenue and Ford Parkway

B Line opened in June 2025 on Lake Street and Marshall and Selby avenues

C Line opened in June 2019 on Penn Avenue

D Line opened in December 2022 on Chicago and Fremont avenues

E Line opened in December 2025 on University Avenue/4th Street, Hennepin, and France avenues

Planned:

F Line is planned to be under construction starting in 2028 on Central and University avenues
G Line is under construction in 2026 on Rice and Robert streets

H Line is planned to be under construction starting in 2028 on Como and Maryland avenues
J Line will serve the West 7th Street corridor with planning starting in 2026

K Line will serve the Nicollet Avenue corridor with planning set to begin in 2027

Passengers wait to board a C Line BRT bus at 7th Street & 3rd/4th Avenue station in downtown Minneapolis
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Figure 2. Existing and Planned METRO Network
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Arterial BRT attributes

Arterial BRT provides faster and more reliable service. BRT has amenities at stations and on buses that
improve the customer experience. Arterial BRT stations have standard amenities and branding. Each
station is designed to make space for riders and fit into the surrounding context.

Shelters: Nearly every arterial BRT station has a bus
shelter. Shelters protect customers from the weather
while waiting for the bus. Standard shelters include
on-demand heaters, seating, and built-in lighting.

Transit information: Each BRT station has screens
with real-time NexTrip departures. Schedules, route
maps, and connecting routes are posted at each
station. Transit information is also provided in
accessible formats.

Comfortable stations: Stations are designed for
customers to wait for the bus comfortably. There is
space to get on and off the bus safely. Stations are
well lit and have security cameras and emergency
telephones. Benches, trash and recycling bins, and bike
parking are available for customer use.
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Off-board fare payment: On all METRO lines
customers pay fares before boarding the bus.
Customers may board through any bus door. Ticket
vending machines and fare card validators are
located at each station. Off-board fare payment
speeds up the boarding process and helps keep the
bus moving. Fare payment will be encouraged through
on-board education and inspection efforts led by
Metro Transit TRIP agents.

BRT vehicles: Arterial BRT vehicles are designed for
a comfortable ride. Wider aisles make it easy to move
around the bus. Buses have wide doors and low floors
to make it easy to enter and exit. Customers using
mobility devices are still able to board using an
accessible ramp. Buses have bicycle racks on the
front of the vehicle.

Frequent service: Arterial BRT provides high-
frequency service throughout the day and most of the
evening. BRT buses arrive at stations often, so
customers don’t need to rely on a schedule to plan
their trip. Frequent service is also provided during
nights and weekends.

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan
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Project elements

Arterial BRT projects have many elements that come together for a
successful line. Stations, platforms, shelters, and bus priority treatments are
all key parts of arterial BRT lines.

Stations

Arterial BRT buses stop at stations with more amenities than at a normal
bus stop. Station locations are chosen through a planning and public
engagement process that includes transit customers, station neighbors, and
agency partners. Some important considerations for choosing a station
location are included here.

Station spacing

When the bus makes fewer stops, it can spend more time moving instead of
being stopped at stations. Stations spaced 1/3 to 1/2 mile apart balance
speed and access to stations.

Existing ridership & transit connections

Bus stops with high ridership are good places for arterial BRT stations.
Stations are located so that most customers getting on the bus today are
within one block of a future station. Stations are located to make transfers
to other routes easier.

Destinations

Popular areas are usually good places for arterial BRT stations. Grocery
stores, medical clinics, schools, workplaces, and community centers are
examples of important destinations that are considered.

Safe pedestrian crossings

Arterial BRT stations are normally located at intersections with traffic
signals or stop signs to make it easier for customers to safely cross the
street.

Street design & available right-of-way

The street design affects where stations can be placed. Driveways, medians, bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and
space available are all parts of the street design that are considered when locating stations.

Community feedback

Metro Transit asks customers and the public for their feedback on station locations during the planning
process. Responses help to inform the decision about where stations should be located.
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Platforms

Arterial BRT stations normally have two platforms. There is a platform for each direction the bus travels.
Platforms are where customers wait for the bus and get on and off the bus. Stations at the beginning and
end of the arterial BRT line and on one-way streets may have just one platform.

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan
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Platform location

Platforms can be located nearside, farside, or at mid-block.

e A station platform is located “nearside” when it is located just before an intersection.

e A station platform is located “farside” when it is located just beyond an intersection.

e A “mid-block” platform location is in the middle of the block between intersections. Mid-block
locations are less preferred because they are normally far from crosswalks. Customers walking or
rolling to and from the bus may need to travel further to use a crosswalk.

Farside platforms are usually preferred for arterial BRT service because they help the bus move faster.
Transit signal priority (TSP) helps buses get through green lights and works best when the platform is
farside. Farside platforms help buses to stop only once at an intersection. When a platform is nearside, it
is more likely that the bus will have to stop twice: first to pick up passengers and then again if the light
turns red. Farside platforms also help buses avoid conflicts with right-turning vehicles.

However, not all platforms are farside. Street design, right-of-way limits, or other factors can make
farside platforms difficult or infeasible. Nearside platforms are preferred at four-way stop-controlled
intersections. Alternatively, farside platforms at four-way stop-controlled intersections, which are not
preferred, require buses to stop twice: first at the stop sign and then again to pick up passengers.
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Platform size

Standard arterial BRT platforms are 60 feet long. A standard platform can fully serve all doors of a 60-
foot bus. Platforms may be longer if more than one bus uses the same platform. Rare situations may
make it infeasible to construct a standard platform.

Arterial BRT platforms have a standard width of approximately 11.5 feet. This includes a 5.5-foot
furnishing zone where the shelter, pylon, and other amenities are located. The pylon marker has a screen
with NexTrip real-time departures. The 6-foot clear zone is the open space where customers get on or off
the bus. Typically, the through zone is behind the platform. The through zone is the space for people not
using the bus platform to walk or roll.

On roadways with bikeways, Metro Transit’s preferred configuration is to route the bikeway behind the
BRT platform as a part of the through zone to avoid conflicts with bus operations. However, in
constrained circumstances, the bikeway may be located in front of the platform, on the street. In
scenarios with limited space, modifications to platform standards may be made.

Near-level boarding

Arterial BRT platforms have higher curbs for nearly-level boarding. Standard arterial BRT platforms have
a 9-inch curb height. Normal sidewalk curbs are 6 inches tall. Nearly-level boarding reduces the step up
from the platform to the floor of the bus. This makes it easier for customers to get on and off the bus.
Arterial BRT buses still have accessibility ramps for customers with mobility devices. All bus models in
Metro Transit’s fleet can stop at platforms with curb heights of nine inches or less. Curb heights for
arterial BRT platforms are determined in the design phase of the project.
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In-lane stops

Arterial BRT stations are normally designed for buses to make in-lane stops. At an in-lane stop, the bus
stops in the lane of general traffic. Buses do not need to merge in and out of traffic to pick up and drop
off customers. In-lane stops save time and help BRT buses run faster.

Where the right lane next to the curb is used for parking or a right-turn lane, the curb is extended so the
platform is in line with the travel lane. Curb extensions can also create more space for platform amenities
and bike facilities. In-lane stops can also occur when the right lane next to the curb is used as a travel
lane. The bus will travel in the right lane and be able to stop at the platform without merging.

In-lane stops may not be appropriate on roads where cars and trucks travel at high speeds. For safety
reasons, the bus will pull out of traffic to stop in these areas.
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Shelters

There are three standard sizes of arterial BRT shelters. Shelter size is selected to accommodate the
number of customers waiting for the bus during the busiest part of the day. The stations with higher

ridership have medium or large shelters to make space for more customers. Specific site conditions may
also influence the size of the shelter planned for each location.

Small shelter 12 feet long, 5 feet wide,
and 9 feet high

Medium shelter 24 feet long, 5 feet wide,
and 9-12 feet high

Large shelter 36 feet long, 5 feet wide,
and 9-12 feet high

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 24



Bus priority treatments

A key goal for arterial BRT projects is to provide fast and reliable service. Bus priority treatments are tools
to help buses avoid delays that slow them down. When the bus can move through the corridor quickly,
customers can rely on the bus to get them to their destination on time. Metro Transit works with its
roadway owner partners to add bus priority treatments to arterial BRT projects. Bus priority treatments
are finalized in the engineering phase of the project.

Transit signal priority (TSP) helps buses get through
intersections and reduces time stopped at red lights.
When a bus approaches an intersection, it can send a
signal to extend the green light or shorten the red light.

Queue jump signals allow the bus to pass stopped
vehicles at traffic lights. Buses pull into a lane on the
right side of the street. The lane can be a dedicated
lane or a shared right-turn and transit lane. Buses
receive a dedicated green light to move ahead of
general traffic.

Bus-only lanes may be used in arterial BRT corridors
to increase speed and reliability. Bus-only lanes are
parts of the road that can only be used by buses.
Drivers making right turns or accessing driveways and
on-street parking are allowed to use the lane only
when making their turn. Bus-only lanes are normally
painted red or have regularly spaced red markings.
When buses drive in bus-only lanes, they can move
quickly through areas with traffic. Bus-only lanes can
be reserved for buses all day or part of the day.
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H Line corridor transit service

The H Line will increase and improve transit service in the corridor. This section outlines existing local bus
service in the corridor and the plan for H Line and other bus service in the area.

Existing local bus service

Today, the H Line corridor is served primarily by Route 3 and Route 80, as well as Route 54 and Route 64
(Figure 3). Several other routes serve portions of the corridor today, but for shorter segments.

Route 3

Route 3 serves downtown Minneapolis via Washington Avenue, the University of Minnesota, Como
Avenue, Front Avenue, Maryland Avenue, Rice Street, and downtown Saint Paul.

Route 3 has several “branches” that split off from the main part of the route to run on different segments
and serve more areas. Branches are like sub-routes within the main route. Route 3 has two primary
branches, the 3A and the 3B, which split off from the main route east of the intersection of Como Avenue
and Snelling Avenue.

e Route 3A branch serves Como Avenue, Maryland Avenue, Rice Street, and downtown Saint Paul.
e Route 3B branch serves Energy Park Drive, Front Avenue, Como Avenue, Rice Street, and
downtown Saint Paul.

Additional, secondary branches of the Route 3 — the Route 3U, Route 3E, and Route 3S - serve shorter
segments and operate a limited number of scheduled trips at specific times of day.

Route 80

Route 80 travels from Sun Ray Transit Center to Maplewood Mall Transit Center, operating primarily
along White Bear Avenue, as well as portions of Ruth Street, 3rd Street, and Beam Avenue.

Route 54

Route 54 travels from Mall of America Transit Station to downtown Saint Paul and continues to
Maplewood Mall Transit Center. Route 54 overlaps the H Line corridor along Maryland Avenue between
Arcade Street and White Bear Avenue.

Route 64

Route 64 travels from downtown Saint Paul to Maplewood Mall Transit Center, operating on multiple
branches serving different areas of Saint Paul, Maplewood, and North Saint Paul. Route 64 overlaps the H
Line corridor along Maryland Avenue between Payne Avenue and White Bear Avenue.
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Figure 3. Existing service

Figure 4. Proposed service

*Terminus and service of the proposed Route 66 will be determined closer to the H Line opening date
**Route 54, Route 64, and other local routes subject to change following implementation of H Line and Bronze Line
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Proposed H Line corridor service

H Line

Arterial BRT lines are designed to provide improved service with fast, frequent, all-day service that
connects key destinations. They are normally the main transit service in the corridor. The exact service
schedule for the H Line will be developed closer to the opening of the line.

e Buses are planned to arrive up to every 10-15 minutes
e Arterial BRT lines run seven days a week
e Service is offered during the day, evening, and most of the night

Local and other BRT service

When the H Line opens, transit service in the corridor will look different (Figure 4). Some route changes
are planned to occur with the opening of the H Line or soon after. Other route changes are planned to
occur before the end of 2027.

Changes to Route 3
Route 3 and all of its branches are planned to be discontinued when the H Line opens. The H Line, G Line
(BRT), and proposed new local Route 66 are planned to replace Route 3 in the corridor.

Route 3A and G Line

Route 3A is planned to be replaced by the H Line and G Line. The G Line is scheduled to begin service in
2027 (Phase 1), connecting downtown Saint Paul to Little Canada Transit Station along Rice Street. Visit
metrotransit.org/g-line-project for more details.

The H Line will continue along Maryland Avenue east of Rice Street towards White Bear Avenue instead of
traveling south along Rice Street into downtown Saint Paul as the Route 3A does today. Riders traveling
to or from downtown Saint Paul will instead use the G Line along Rice Street. The planned transfer point
between the H Line and G Line is at the Maryland & Rice station.

Route 3B and Route 66

Route 3B service between downtown Saint Paul and Como Avenue & Snelling Avenue is planned to be
replaced by a proposed new local Route 66. Transit service will remain on the Energy Park Drive and Front
Avenue corridor via the proposed Route 66. The planned transfer point with the H Line is at Como &
Snelling Station.

The western terminus of proposed Route 66 is at the H Line Como & Snelling Station. In response to public
feedback received during the Draft Corridor Plan engagement phase, Metro Transit is evaluating
extending proposed Route 66 service to the west along Como Avenue to Eustis Avenue. Final decisions
about proposed Route 66 will not be available in time for inclusion in the H Line Corridor Plan. The final
alignment will be determined in advance of the start of H Line service and service will begin by the time H
Line opens.
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Bronze Line and changes to Route 54, Route 64, and Route 80

The northern portion of existing Route 54 from downtown Saint Paul to Maplewood Transit Center is
planned to be replaced by the METRO Bronze Line BRT. The Bronze Line is planned to begin service in
2032. Visit metrotransit.org/bronze-line-project for more details.

Route 80 is planned to be replaced by the H Line and Bronze Line.

Changes to Route 54, Route 64, and Route 61 are planned to occur when the Bronze Line opens (Figure 4).
These changes are recommended in Metro Transit’s Network Now framework. Network Now is a plan for
transit service improvements through 2027. Visit metrotransit.org/network-now for more details.

Five passengers board a D Line vehicle at the middle and back doors of a BRT bus.
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Local agency partnership

Arterial BRT lines are planned with support from local agency partners. This section outlines the ways we
are working together to deliver a successful line.

Technical Advisory Committee

Staff members from agency partners supported the development of the Corridor Plan. Participating
agencies include:

e City of Saint Paul

e City of Minneapolis

e Ramsey County

e Hennepin County

e Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

e University of Minnesota

e Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)

Coordinated projects

Several H Line stations will be developed in coordination with other projects throughout the corridor.
Details of these projects, including timelines, may change.

The following represent projects needing the most significant coordination with the H Line project. Other
coordinated projects may be added as planning and engineering for the H Line continue.

METRO Blue Line Extension

e Lead agency: Metropolitan Council, in partnership with Hennepin County
e H Line station affected: Washington & 10th Avenue N

e Expected construction timing: Construction expected to begin in 2027

e For more information, visit BlueLineExt.org

Washington Avenue Safety Improvements (5th Avenue S to 11th Avenue S)

e Lead agency: Hennepin County

e H Line stations affected: Washington & Chicago, Washington & 11th Avenue S
e Expected construction timing: 2028

Dinkytown Pedestrian Improvements Project

e Lead agency: City of Minneapolis
e H Line station affected: 15th Avenue & 8th Street

e Expected construction timing: 2026 (bikeway), 2028 (resurfacing)
e For more information, visit minneapolismn.gov/government/projects/dinkytown-ped-
improvements
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Como Avenue SE Corridor Improvement Project (10th Avenue SE to 33rd Avenue SE)

e Lead agency: City of Minneapolis
e H Line stations affected: 15th Avenue & Como, Como & 22nd Avenue, Como & 27th Avenue

e Expected construction timing: 2029

e For more information, visit minneapolismn.gov/government/projects/como-av-se-corridor

Grand Rounds Missing Link

e Lead agency: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
e H Line station affected: Como & 27th Avenue

e Expected construction timing: undefined

e For more information, visit https://www.minneapolisparks.org/park-care-improvements/park-

projects/current_projects/grand_rounds_missing_link/

Maryland Avenue Improvements (E Como Boulevard to Rice Street)

e Lead agency: City of Saint Paul, in partnership with Raomsey County
e H Line stations affected: Maryland & Grotto, Maryland & Dale, Maryland & Western

e Expected construction timing: 2028-2029
e For more information, visit stpaul.gov/marylandavenue

Maryland Avenue Traffic Signal Modernization Project (Dale Street to Johnson Parkway)

e Lead agency: City of Saint Paul
e H Line station affected: Maryland & Forest

e Expected construction timing: 2027

Rice Street Reconstruction

e Lead agency: Ramsey County

e H Line station affected: Maryland & Rice. Based on coordination with Metro Transit, the Rice
Street project constructed enhanced transit facilities on Maryland Avenue just west of Rice Street.
H Line construction is planned to upgrade these transit facilities to be full BRT platforms with
standard station amenities.

e Expected construction timing: construction at the intersection of Maryland Avenue and Rice Street
completed 2026

e For more information, visit ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-

projects/rice-street-reconstruction

Jackson Street Reconstruction

e Lead agency: Ramsey County
e H Line station affected: Maryland & Jackson
e Expected construction timing: 2026
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e For more information, visit ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-

projects/jackson-street-reconstruction

METRO Bronze Line

e Lead agencies: Metropolitan Council and Ramsey County

e H Line stations affected: Maryland & Clarence, Maryland & Hazelwood, Maryland & White Bear.

H Line will share one or more platforms with the Bronze Line at these stations.
e Expected construction timing: 2030-2032
e For more information, visit metrotransit.org/bronze-line-project

White Bear Avenue Corridor Study (Maryland Avenue to Suburban Avenue)

e Lead agency: Ramsey County

e H Line stations affected: Maryland & White Bear, White Bear & Case, White Bear & 7th Street,
White Bear & Minnehaha, White Bear & 3rd Street

e Expected construction timing: 2029-2030

e For more information, visit ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-
projects/white-bear-avenue-corridor-study
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H Line stations

The H Line has 46 proposed stations spaced 0.4 miles apart (two to three per mile) on average.

This section includes details about each station and platform location. Most stations in this plan have a
concept layout showing the planned platform locations. Station designs will be finalized during the

engineering phase of the project.

The previous Project elements section summarizes the primary factors that Metro Transit uses to identify
station locations. Maps showing existing ridership in the H Line corridor are included in Appendix B. Maps
in Appendix C show the approximate area a pedestrian could walk or roll within 5 minutes and 10

minutes from proposed H Line stations.

The following stations are listed in order from west to east beginning in downtown Minneapolis and
ending at the Sun Ray Transit Center in Saint Paul.

Washington & 10th Avenue N

Washington & 6th Avenue N

Washington & 3rd Avenue N
Washington & Hennepin

Como & 27th Avenue

Como & Eustis
Como & Doswell

Como & Cleveland-Raymond

Maryland & Jackson

Maryland & Arkwright

Maryland & Payne
Maryland & Arcade

Como & Fifield

Washington & Marquette-2nd Avenue S

Washington & 5th Avenue S

Washington & Chicago
Washington & 11th Avenue S

Washington & Cedar

Washington & West Bank

Pleasant-E River & Appleby Hall
Pleasant & University

15th Avenue & 5th Street
15th Avenue & 8th Street
15th Avenue & Como

Como & 22nd Avenue

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

Como & Fairgrounds

Como & Snelling
Como & Hamline

Como & Lexington

Como & Chatsworth

Como & Nagasaki
Maryland & Grotto
Maryland & Dale

Maryland & Western
Maryland & Rice

Maryland & Forest

Maryland & Duluth

Maryland & Clarence
Maryland & Hazelwood

Maryland & White Bear
White Bear & Case
White Bear & 7th Street
White Bear & Minnehaha
White Bear & 3rd Street
3rd Street & Ruth

Sun Ray Transit Center

33



Updates in the Recommended Corridor Plan

Metro Transit project staff considered changes to the H Line alignment, station locations and platform
locations based on feedback from the Draft Corridor Plan comment period. Use the links below to go
directly to the full analysis.

Como Park Neighborhood Suggested Alignment

Evaluation of a community request to change the H Line alignment through the Como Park Neighborhood
from Como Avenue/ Van Slyke Avenue/ Chatsworth Avenue to Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue
between Snelling Avenue and Dale Street.

Washington & 5th Avenue S

Evaluation of a new H Line Station at the Washington & 5th Avenue S intersection.

15th Avenue & Como

Evaluation of moving the station mid-block between Como Avenue and Brook Avenue.

Como & 18th Avenue

Evaluation of adding a new station at Como Avenue and 18th Avenue.

Como & 27th Avenue

Evaluation of moving the Como & 29th Avenue Station to Como Avenue and 27th Avenue.

Como & Doswell

Evaluation of moving the Como & Doswell Station.

Como & Snelling

Evaluation of moving the eastbound platform to the west side of Snelling Avenue.

Como & Chatsworth

Evaluation of moving the eastbound platform to Como Avenue nearside of Kilburn Avenue or removing the
station.

Maryland & Grotto

Evaluation of moving the westbound platform farside of the Grotto Street intersection.
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Washington & 10th Avenue N

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. Both the eastbound and westbound platforms are located
nearside of the intersection. They are at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stops.

Station spacing

Distance to next station: 0.33 miles to Washington & 6th Avenue N

Transit connections

Routes 7 and 14, future METRO Blue Line Extension

Destinations

Minneapolis Public Housing Authority headquarters, residential buildings, and various commercial
destinations in the North Loop district

Coordinated projects

The Metropolitan Council and Hennepin County are leading the METRO Blue Line Extension, which

includes a reconstruction of this intersection to add a light rail station on Washington Avenue just north of
10th Avenue N. These changes are not reflected in this station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with
agency partners to integrate H Line platform design with the Blue Line Extension project. For more details

visit BlueLineExt.org.
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Washington & 6th Avenue N

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection at the
same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop. The westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.33 miles from Washington & 10th Avenue N

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Washington & 3rd Avenue N

Transit connections

Routes 7 and 14

Destinations

This station provides access to various commercial destinations and residential housing in the North Loop
district
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Washington & 3rd Avenue N

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Washington & 6th Avenue N

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Washington & Hennepin

Transit connections

Routes 7 and 14

Destinations

This station provides access to various commercial destinations and residential housing in the North Loop
district
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Washington & Hennepin

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection. Both platforms are at the same location as existing
Route 3 bus stops.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Washington & 3rd Avenue N

Distance to next station: 0.2 miles to Washington & Marquette-2nd Avenue S

Transit connections

METRO E Line, Routes 4, 7, 14, 61, and 698

Destinations

Whole Foods Market grocery store, residential housing, and various destinations in the downtown
commercial district
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Washington & Marquette-2nd Avenue S

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of Marquette Avenue. The
westbound platform is farside of 2nd Avenue S.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.2 miles from Washington & Hennepin

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Washington & 5th Avenue S

Transit connections

Many. Several local routes serve Nicollet Mall. Several express and limited-stop routes, along with the
METRO Orange Line, serve the Marquette-2nd Avenue corridor.

Destinations

This station provides access to various destinations in the downtown commercial district
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Washington & 5th Avenue S

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection and
westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Washington & Marquette-2nd Avenue S

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Washington & Chicago Avenue S

Transit connections

Routes 7 and 22

Destinations

The Depot event center, Hennepin County Government Center, Minneapolis City Hall, Federal Courthouse,
other government office buildings, The Armory.

Additional analysis based on draft plan input

Based on public feedback received on the Draft Corridor Plan, citing concerns about station spacing in
downtown Minneapolis, a new H Line Station at Washington Ave & 5th Avenue was evaluated. Feedback
centered on the approximately 1/2 mile distance between Washington & Marquette-2nd Avenue S Station
and the Washington & Chicago Station and noted how the absence of a station at Washington & 5th
Avenue S leads to longer distances for riders looking to access the Minneapolis City Hall and Hennepin
County Government Center areaq.

METRO lines in downtown Minneapolis and Saint Paul (Blue Line and Green Line LRT and C Line and D
Line BRT) typically use an average station spacing of 1/4 mile due to the high density of destinations.
Adding a new H Line Station at Washington Avenue & 5th Avenue S is consistent with this practice.

An alternative adding a new H Line station at Washington & 5th Ave was evaluated:

e Baseline Alternative: Washington & Marquette-2nd Avenue S Station and Washington & Chicago
Station
e Alternative 1: New Washington & 5th Station
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The alternatives were compared with the baseline on the factors shown in Table 1.
Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend adding a new H Line station at Washington &
5th Avenue S. Without adding the Washington & 5th Avenue S Station, the distance between the
Washington & Marquette-2nd Avenue S and Washington & Chicago stations will be about 1/2 mile, an
undesirable station spacing distance within the downtown core where there is a high density of jobs,
destinations, and riders. Adding the Washington & 5th Avenue S Station will improve station access and
be more consistent with the station spacing of other METRO lines in downtown Minneapolis.
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Table 1. Washington & 5th Avenue S evaluation matrix

Key Green: Preferred

Factor

Station spacing

Access to destinations

Safe pedestrian
crossings

Transit speed &
reliability

Street design &
available right-of-way

Recommendation

Yellow: Not preferred

Baseline: No Washington & 5th
Avenue S Station

1/2-mile spacing, wider than typical
in downtown context [yellow]

Less direct access to Government
Center, City Hall, Federal Courthouse
employment area [yellow]

Encourages crossing at controlled
intersection [green]

Stopping less often reduces travel

time and improves reliability [green]

No constraints [green]

Do not advance [orange]

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

Orange: Undesirable

Alt. 1: Add Washington & 5th Avenue
S Station

1/4-mile spacing, common in
downtown context [green]

Better access to Government Center,
City Hall, Federal Courthouse
employment area [green]

Encourages crossing at controlled
intersection [green]

Adding a station will increase travel
time and introduce greater
opportunity for unreliability [yellow]

There are space constraints that limit
placement options for the eastbound
platform [yellow]

Add a new station at Washington &
5th Avenue S [green]
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Washington & Chicago

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both farside of
the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Washington & 5th Avenue S

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Washington & 11th Avenue S

Transit connections

Routes 7 and 22

Destinations

Trader Joe’s grocery store, US Bank Stadium, Mill City Farmers Market, residential housing, and various
destinations in the downtown commercial district

Coordinated projects

This proposed station may be constructed with Hennepin County’s Washington Avenue Safety
Improvements (5th Avenue S to 11th Avenue S). The project may change how the street looks. These
changes are not reflected in the H Line station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with agency
partners to include H Line platforms in the street design.
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Washington & 11th Avenue S

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both farside of
the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Washington & Chicago

Distance to next station: 0.33 miles to Washington & Cedar

Transit connections

Routes 7 and 22

Destinations

This station provides access to US Bank Stadium, Gold Medal Park, residential housing, and various
destinations in the downtown commercial district

Coordinated projects

This proposed station may be constructed with Hennepin County’s Washington Avenue Safety
Improvements (5th Avenue S to 11th Avenue S). The project may change how the street looks. These

changes are not reflected in the H Line station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with agency
partners to include H Line platforms in the street design.
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Washington & Cedar

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the
same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop. The westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.33 miles from Washington & 11th Avenue S

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Washington & West Bank

Transit connections

Routes 7, 22, and 252

Destinations

Seven Corners and Cedar Riverside commercial districts and the University of Minnesota — Twin Cities
West Bank campus
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Washington & West Bank

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are located mid-
block. They are on Washington Avenue near Willey Hall (westbound) and Blegen and Anderson halls
(eastbound) at the same locations as the existing Route 3 bus stops.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Washington & Cedar

Distance to next station: 0.6 miles to Pleasant-E River & Appleby Hall

Transit connections

METRO Green Line, Routes 2, 113, 114. Express routes 252, 465, 475, 490, 695, 698, 774, 789, 795.
University of Minnesota Campus Connector (Route 121), University Avenue Circulator (Route 122), and 4th
Street Circulator (123)

Destinations

Nearby destinations include the University of Minnesota — Twin Cities West Bank campus and Cedar
Riverside commercial districts
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Pleasant-E River & Appleby Hall

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are located mid-
block. They are at the same locations as the existing Route 3 bus stops.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.6 miles from Washington & West Bank

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Pleasant & University

Transit connections

University of Minnesota Campus Connector (Route 121)

Destinations

Nearby destinations include the University of Minnesota — Twin Cities East Bank campus
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Pleasant & University

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both located
mid-block at the same locations as the existing Route 3 bus stops.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Pleasant-E River & Appleby Hall

Distance to next station: 0.2 miles to 15th Avenue & 5th Street

Transit connections

METRO E Line, Route 2 (on University Avenue), and University of Minnesota University Avenue Circulator
(Route 122)

Destinations

University of Minnesota — Twin Cities East Bank campus and Dinkytown commercial district
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15th Avenue & 5th Street

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.2 miles from Pleasant & University

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to 15th Avenue & 8th Street

Transit connections

METRO E Line, Route 33, University of Minnesota 4th Street Circulator (123), and Dinkytown Connector
(125)

Destinations

Dinkytown commercial district and neighborhood including several multifamily housing buildings
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15th Avenue & 8th Street

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from 15th Avenue & 5th Street

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to 15th Avenue & Como

Transit connections

Route 33, University of Minnesota 4th Street Circulator (123), and Dinkytown Connector (125)

Destinations

Dinkytown neighborhood including several multifamily housing buildings

Coordinated projects

The City of Minneapolis’s Dinkytown Pedestrian Improvements Project will construct a bikeway and
replace curb ramps on 8th Street SE in 2026 and resurface 8th Street SE in 2028. For more details visit
minneapolismn.gov/government/projects/dinkytown-ped-improvements.
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15th Avenue & Como

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both mid-block
between Como and Brook avenues.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from 15th Avenue & 8th Street

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Como & 22nd Avenue

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

Dinkytown and Como neighborhoods, nearby businesses, and Van Cleve Park

Coordinated projects

Separated bike lanes on 15th Avenue and improvements to Brook Avenue will be coordinated with the
City of Minneapolis. The City of Minneapolis’s Como Avenue SE Corridor Improvement Project (10th
Avenue SE to 33rd Avenue SE) is planned for 2029. These changes are not fully reflected in the H Line
station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with the City project at the 15th Avenue & Como Avenue

intersection improvements. For more details visit minneapolismn.gov/government/projects/como-av-se-

corridor.

Additional analysis based on draft plan input

The 15th Avenue & Como Station platforms were evaluated in response to changes to the roadway that
will occur with Minneapolis’ Como Avenue SE Corridor Improvement Project and implementation of
separated bike lanes at H Line platforms. These roadway changes will narrow 15th and Como avenues.
The change in roadway width is expected to increase traffic congestion at the 15th Avenue and Como
Avenue intersection enough to negatively impacting bus speed and reliability. Freight truck turn
accommodations did not work under the baseline station location due to a narrowing of the south leg of
the intersection on 15th Avenue. Relocating the 15th Avenue & Como Station platforms allows for more
space at the 15th Avenue and Como Avenue intersection.
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An alternative moving H Line station platforms mid-block on 15th Avenue between Como Avenue and
Brook Avenue was evaluated:

e Baseline Alternative: 15th Avenue & Como Station
e Alternative 1: 15th Avenue & Como Station sited mid-block between Como Avenue & Brook
Avenue

Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend moving the 15th Avenue & Como Station
platforms south, approximately 200 feet from the intersection. Moving both station platforms further
south of Como Avenue results in improved traffic operations and reduced delay, which benefits H Line
speed and reliability. Moving station platforms also improves truck turning movements by allowing for a
wider intersection. 15th and Como avenues are both City of Minneapolis truck routes and are required to
accommodate freight trucks. The Alternative 1 platform locations will be implemented along with
crossing improvements at Brook Avenue, south of the station, to facilitate a safer crossing of the
unsignalized intersection.
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Como & 22nd Avenue

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both nearside of
the intersection. They are at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stops.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from 15th Avenue & Como

Distance to next station: 0.4 miles to Como & 29th Avenue

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

Como neighborhood and nearby businesses

Coordinated projects

The City of Minneapolis’s Como Avenue SE Corridor Improvement Project (10th Avenue SE to 33rd Avenue
SE) is planned for 2028-2029. These changes are not fully reflected in the H Line station concept. Metro
Transit will coordinate with the City to include H Line platforms in the street design. For more details visit

minneapolismn.gov/government/projects/como-av-se-corridor.
Additional analysis based on draft plan input

A new H Line Station at Como Avenue SE and 18th Avenue SE was evaluated based on public feedback
and a letter received from the East Bank Neighborhoods Partnership (EBNP). Concerns raised included
high ridership in the areq, station spacing being too wide along the Como Ave SE corridor, and future
redevelopment of the Tuttle Community School Building on 18th Avenue SE. Comments across the Como &
15th Avenue, Como & 22nd Avenue, and Como & 29th Avenue stations mentioned the need for an
additional station at Como Avenue & 18th Avenue or too few stops in this area.

An alternative adding a new H Line station at the intersection of Como Avenue SE and 18th Avenue SE
was evaluated:

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 68


https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/projects/como-av-se-corridor/

e Baseline Alternative: 15th Avenue & Como Station and Como & 22nd Avenue Station
e Alternative 1: New Como & 18th Avenue Station

Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend not adding a new station at Como Avenue &
18th Avenue. A review of 15th Avenue & Como Station and Como & 22nd Avenue Station walksheds
showed that riders in the Como Avenue & 18th Avenue area would be able to access one of these two
stations within a five to 10 minute walk (Figure 5 and Figure 6). Adding a new Como & 18th Avenue
Station would result in redundant station access by not serving any new riders or destinations not already
served within the 15th Avenue & Como and Como & 22nd Station walksheds and would negatively impact
transit speed and reliability on the corridor.

Table 2. Como & 18th Avenue evaluation matrix

Key Green: Preferred

Factor

Station spacing

Access to destinations

Safe pedestrian
crossings

Transit speed &
reliability

Street design &
available right-of-way

Recommendation

Yellow: Not preferred

Baseline: No Como & 18th Avenue
Station

Station spacing between 1/4 - 1/2
mile to neighboring stations [green]

Fewer stations along a high ridership
corridor [yellow]

Encourages crossing at controlled
intersection [green]

Stopping less often reduces travel

time and improves reliability [green]

No constraints [green]

Keep the baseline [green]

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

Orange: Undesirable

Alt. 1: Como & 18th Avenue Station

Station spacing between 1/4 - 1/2
mile to neighboring stations [green]

More stations along a high ridership
corridor [green]

Encourages crossing at controlled
intersection [green]

Adding a station will increase travel
time and introduce greater
opportunity for unreliability [yellow]

Farside platform location would
require driveway closure at vacant lot
[yellow]

Do not advance a Como & 18th
Avenue Station [orange]
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Figure 5. Como Avenue area walkshed without Como & 18th Avenue Station

Figure 6. Como Avenue area walkshed with Como & 18th Avenue Station
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Como & 27th Avenue

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside and the westbound
platform is nearside of the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.3 miles from Como & 22nd Avenue

Distance to next station: 0.6 miles to Como & Eustis

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

University of Minnesota’s Como Student Community Cooperative and support facilities, residential
housing, and nearby businesses

Coordinated projects

The City of Minneapolis’s Como Avenue SE Corridor Improvement Project (10th Avenue SE to 33rd Avenue
SE) is planned for 2028-2029. The project may change how the street looks. These changes are not fully
reflected in the H Line station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with the City to include H Line

platforms in the street design. For more details visit minneapolismn.gov/government/projects/como-av-

se-corridor.
Additional analysis based on draft plan input

Moving the Como & 29th Avenue Station to Como & 27th Avenue Station was evaluated based on public
feedback received and a letter from the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB). Concerns and
opportunities include high ridership and population density to the west of Como Avenue SE and 29th
Avenue, station spacing along the Como Ave SE corridor, and alignment with the planned Grand Round
Missing Link regional trail, which will be aligned north and south along 27th Avenue. The trail was
identified in the MPRB 2025: Grand Rounds Missing Link Proposed Final Concept Design but a
construction project has not yet been programmed. As part of the trail project along 27th Avenue, the
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MPRB project will create a new park, Como Creek Park, on the existing east leg of 27th Avenue south of
Como Avenue.

An alternative moving the H Line station from Como Avenue SE and 29th Avenue SE to Como Avenue SE
and 27th Avenue SE was evaluated:

e Baseline Alternative: Como Ave & 29th Avenue Station
e Alternative 1: Como Ave & 27th Avenue Station

This alternative was compared with the baseline platform location on the factors shown in Table 3.

Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend moving the Como & 29th Avenue Station to
Como & 27th Avenue. Como & 27th Avenue Station will be better integrated into the Como neighborhood,
improving station access for residents living to the west along the Como Avenue corridor. Station
alignment with the future MPRB Grand Rounds regional trail and Como Creek Park supports the
Metropolitan Council and Metro Transit’s planning policy to add transit stops that are convenient to
regional parks and trails. The crossing of Como Avenue at 27th Avenue is not controlled today but the
intent of Metro Transit, MPRB, and the City of Minneapolis is to include safety improvements at the
crossing for people walking and biking to support BRT station access and the regional trail crossing.
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Table 3. Como & 27th Avenue evaluation matrix

Key Green: Preferred

Factor

Station spacing

Access to destinations

Safe pedestrian
crossings

Transit speed &
reliability

Street design &

available right-of-way

Park and trail access

Recommendation

Yellow: Not preferred

Baseline: Como & 29th Avenue
Station

Station spacing between 1/4 - 1/2
mile to neighboring stations [green]

Platform serves nearby student
housing but proximity to low-density
industrial land use reduces station
access for riders to the west [yellow]

Encourages crossing at controlled
intersection [green]

Normal bus operation expected
[green]

No constraints [green]

Not located at planned future Como
Creek Park and Grand Rounds
Regional Trail [yellow]

Do not advance [orange]
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Orange: Undesirable

Alt. 1: Como & 27th Avenue Station

Station spacing is greater than 1/2
mile to Como & Eustis Station
[yellow]

Platform serves nearby student
housing and residential
neighborhood. Platform connects to
future regional trail network [green]

Crossing is not at a controlled
intersection. Metro Transit would
work with agency parters to consider
enhancements [yellow]

Normal bus operation expected
[green]

Coordination with UMN and MPRB is
needed to site station platforms
[yellow]

Located at planned future Como
Creek Park and Grand Rounds
Regional Trail [green]

Move the station to Como & 27th
Avenue [green]

74



METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

75



Como & Eustis

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the
same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop. The westbound platform is farside of the intersection at
the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.6 miles from Como & 27th Avenue

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Como & Doswell

Transit connections

Route 30

Destinations

HealthPartners clinic, Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, a day care center, and several multifamily
housing buildings
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Como & Doswell

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the
same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop. The westbound platform is nearside of the intersection.
Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Como & Eustis

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Como & Cleveland-Raymond

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

Saint Anthony Park commercial district and public library, Murray Middle School, and the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities — Saint Paul campus

Additional analysis based on draft plan input

St. Anthony Park Community Council (SAPCC) and members of the public cited concerns about Como &
Doswell Station in their feedback on the Draft Corridor Plan. Feedback themes identified include
suggestions to move the station to Como Avenue and Carter Avenue or to move the westbound platform
to Luther Place, concern about changes to nearby outdoor patio space, concern about loss of on-street
parking, concern about platform compatibility with a future separated bikeway on Como Avenue, and
street tree impacts.

Alternatives moving the Como & Doswell Station or westbound platform were evaluated:

e Baseline Alternative: Como & Doswell Station
e Alternative 1: Como & Carter Station
e Alternative 2: Westbound Como & Doswell Station platform moves to Luther Place
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The alternatives were compared with the baseline platform location on the factors shown in Table 4.
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Table 4. Como & Doswell evaluation matrix

Key

Factor

Station spacing

Access to
destinations

Safe pedestrian
crossings

Transit speed &
reliability

Street design &
available right-of-
way

On-street parking
impacts

Business proximity

Preliminary
compatibility with
potential bikeway

Street tree impacts

Recommendation

Green: Preferred

Yellow: Not preferred Orange: Undesirable

Baseline: Como & Doswell
Station

Alt. 1: Como & Carter
Station

Station spacing between 1/4
- 1/2 mile to neighboring
stations [green]

Station spacing is greater
than 1/2 mile to Como &
Eustis Station [yellow]

Platform serves commercial
center directly with
convenient access to
destinations [green]

Platform serves commercial
center directly with
convenient access to
destinations [green]

Encourages crossing at
controlled intersection
[green]

Encourages crossing at
controlled intersection
[green]

Normal bus operation
expected [green]

Normal bus operation
expected [green]

No constraints [green] No constraints [green]

Expected gain of seven on-
street parking spaces
through bus stop
consolidation [green]

Expected gain of five on-
street parking spaces
through bus stop
consolidation [green]

Sited adjacent to restaurant
patio [yellow]

Sited adjacent to restaurant
patio [yellow]

Compatible with future
bikeway [green]

Compatible with future
bikeway [green]

3 — 4 anticipated tree

1 - 2 anticipated tree
impacts [yellow]

impacts [yellow]

Keep the station at Como &

Do not advance [orange
Doswell [green] [ gel
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Alt. 2: Westbound
platform moves to Luther
Place

Station spacing is greater
than 1/2 mile to Como &
Cleveland-Raymond Station
[yellow]

Platform is offset from
commercial center with less
convenient access to
destinations [yellow]

Crossing is not at a
controlled intersection
[yellow]
Normal bus operation
expected [green]

No constraints [green]

Expected gain of seven on-
street parking spaces
through bus stop
consolidation [green]

No business [green]

Compatible with future
bikeway [green]

1 - 2 anticipated tree
impacts [yellow]

Do not advance [orange]
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Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend no changes to the Como & Doswell Station
location. The Como & Doswell Station location is the most balanced between important destinations in
this area. Como & Doswell Station balances access to the neighborhood commercial node, Saint Anthony
Library to the south, and the future Luther Seminary redevelopment site to the north.

In commercial and retail areas arterial BRT station shelters are often located near business entrances to
facilitate convenient access to jobs, destinations, and housing (Figure 7). The westbound station platform
will be adjacent to a restaurant patio but will not remove or reduce the available patio space. There are
mitigation measures that can be evaluated in the project design phase to increase the separation
between the platform and patio.

The Como & Doswell Station westbound platform will impact several on-street parking spaces, but
because of areawide consolidation of bus stops there will be an estimated net gain of seven on-street
parking spaces between Valentine and Commonwealth avenues. Assuming no parking will be added from
bus stop consolidation the on-street parking impacted by the westbound H Line platform represents 11%
of all available on-street parking spaces on Como Avenue between Valentine and Commonwealth
avenues.

Coordination with City of Saint Paul staff is ongoing regarding the feasibility and timing of a future
separated bikeway on Como Avenue. Changes to the station platforms can be accommodated in the H
Line Project engineering phase based on the results of Saint Paul’s bikeway feasibility evaluation.

Both of the alternative station and platform locations have drawbacks that make them less ideal station
locations compared to the proposed Como & Doswell Station. Moving the westbound platform to farside
of Luther Place brings the platform to an uncontrolled intersection and too far away from destinations,
jobs, and housing that people want to access within the Saint Anthony Park commercial district. Moving
the station to Como & Carter ultimately moves many of the concerns expressed by the community to a
new location. The eastbound platform would need to be sited either at the existing bus stop location near
the Finnish Bistro or farside of Carter Ave in front of Nico’s Taco Bar, both of which also have outdoor
patios.

Figure 7. METRO B Line platform in proximity to patio at Lake Street and 36th Avenue S
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Como & Cleveland-Raymond

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Como & Doswell

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Como & Fifield

Transit connections

Route 87, University of Minnesota Saint Paul Circulator (124)

Destinations

University of Minnesota Twin Cities — Saint Paul campus, University of Minnesota Commonwealth Terrace
Cooperative Student Housing, Saint Anthony Park Elementary, and Langford Park Recreation Center
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Como & Fifield

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Como & Cleveland-Raymond

Distance to next station: 0.6 miles to Como & Fairgrounds

Transit connections

University of Minnesota Saint Paul Circulator (124)

Destinations

University of Minnesota Commonwealth Terrace Cooperative Student Housing and Saint Paul Public
Schools Education and Operations Services Center
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Como & Fairgrounds

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. Platform locations for this station are being considered on
Como Avenue near the Aldine Street entrance to the Minnesota State Fairgrounds.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.6 miles from Como & Fifield

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Como & Snelling

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

Minnesota State Fairgrounds and International Institute of Minnesota
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Como & Snelling

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both on the west
side of the Snelling Avenue overpass.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Como & Fairgrounds

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Como & Hamline

Transit connections

METRO A Line, proposed Route 66

Destinations

Minnesota State Fairgrounds, Hmong College Prep Academy, Salvation Army — Booth Brown House, and
several businesses

Additional analysis based on draft plan input

Public feedback received on the Draft Corridor Plan cited concerns about Como & Snelling Station
eastbound platform placement and operational concerns related to transfers between the H Line and
proposed Route 66 and A Line. Moving the eastbound platform to the Alternative 1 location will allow for
a shorter transfer distance between eastbound H Line and southbound proposed Route 66. It is assumed
that westbound H Line and northbound and southbound proposed Route 66 will both stop at the baseline
westbound H Line station platform.

The priority with the Alternative 1 change is to accommodate proposed Route 66 transfers. Given the 30-
minute headway, a missed transfer with proposed Route 66 results in up to 30-minute wait, while a
missed transfer with A Line results in up to a 15-minute wait.

An alternative moving the Como Ave & Snelling Ave Station was evaluated:

e Baseline Alternative: Como & Snelling Station
e Alternative 1: Move Como & Snelling Station eastbound platform
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Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend moving the Como & Snelling Station eastbound
platform to be farside of the southbound Snelling Avenue on/ off ramps west of Snelling Avenue. This
change prioritizes transfers to the proposed Route 66 while still accommodating transfers between H Line
and A Line. The on-street bike lanes on Como Avenue currently begin and end at the northbound on/ off
ramps on the east side of Snelling Avenue. The beginning and end of the on-street bike lanes will be
revised to the southbound on/ off ramps on the west side of Snelling Avenue. The corner curb extension on
the southside of the roadway will accommodate a bike facility transition for people biking eastbound on-
street to cross Como Avenue to access the two-way separated bike lane on the north side of the
roadway.

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 90



METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

91



Como & Hamline

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Como & Snelling

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Como & Lexington

Transit connections

Route 83

Destinations

Como Regional Park, Como Park Zoo & Conservatory, Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offices, and several
multifamily housing buildings south of Wynne Avenue
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Como & Lexington

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Como & Hamline

Distance to next station: 0.4 miles to Como & Chatsworth

Transit connections

Route 83

Destinations

Como Regional Park, Como Park Pool, Como Lake and Lakeside Pavilion, and Como Park Zoo &
Conservatory

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

94



METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan

95



Como & Chatsworth

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is on Como Avenue nearside of the
Kilburn Street intersection. The westbound platform is nearside of the Chatsworth Street intersection at
the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.4 miles from Como & Lexington

Distance to next station: 0.33 miles to Como & Nagasaki

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations
Como Regional Park, Como Lake, Twin Cities German Immersion School, and Orchard Park
Additional analysis based on draft plan input

Public feedback received on the Draft Corridor Plan cited concerns about Como & Chatsworth Station
placement, noting operational concerns related to conflict between buses and personal vehicles, bus
turning challenges from the proposed station location at the intersection of Como Avenue and Chatsworth
Street, impacts to neighborhood character, low ridership, on-street parking, and suggested removal of
the station.

Changing the H Line alignment to Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue was analyzed separately. This was
a theme that was prominent at several H Line stations throughout the Como Park area including Como &
Hamline, Como & Lexington, Como & Chatsworth, and Como & Nagasaki. The analysis and summary can
be found in the Como Park Neighborhood Suggested Alignment Evaluation and Response section. It is not
recommended to change the H Line alignment.

Two alternatives to move or remove the Como & Chatsworth Station were evaluated:

e Baseline Alternative: Como & Chatsworth Station
e Alternative 1: Remove Como & Chatsworth Station
e Alternative 2: Move the eastbound platform to Como Avenue & Kilburn Street
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The alternatives were compared with the baseline platform location on the factors shown in Table 5.
Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend moving the eastbound platform to be nearside
Kilburn Street on Como Avenue. Making this change improves operational concerns about buses turning
between Como Avenue and Chatsworth by reducing the chances of conflict between an eastbound bus
stopped at the station platform and a westbound bus trying to turn right to travel northbound on
Chatsworth Street. Removing the Como & Chatsworth Station would have led to station spacing greater
than 3/4 of a mile between Como & Lexington and Como & Nagasaki stations and limited access to the H
Line, especially for people living south of the freight rail line, as Chatsworth Street is one of the only
north/south through streets in this area.
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Table 5. Como & Chatsworth evaluation matrix

Key Green: Preferred Yellow: Not preferred Orange: Undesirable
. Alt. 2: Eastbound
Baseline: Como & Alt. 1: Remove Como &
Factor . . platform moves to Como
Chatsworth Station Chatsworth Station .
& Kilburn
. . Station spacing greater . .
Station spacing between . Station spacing between
. than 3/4 mile between .
. . 1/4 - 1/2 mile to . 1/4 - 1/2 mile to
Station spacing . . . Como & Lexington and . . .
neighboring stations . neighboring stations
[green] Como & Nagasaki [green]
g Stations [orange] g
Provides access to people Eliminates access for Provides access to people
Access to . . .
] . living south of the freight
destinations

people living south of the

living south of the freight
freight rail line [orange]

rail line [green]

rail line [green]

Platform placement and

.. Relocates a platform
. Eliminates a platform
. curb extension platform placement that created a
Bus and traffic . placement that created a . .
. design creates a . . complicated turning
operations : ) complicated turning .
complicated turning . operation
. operation
operation [orange]

Street design &
available right-

No constraints [green]
of-way

No constraints [green] No constraints [green]

Proximity to

single family
housing

Eastbound platform is . ity to singl Eastbound platform is
adjacent to single family ]? '?Ipr:X'”?' y [o smg]e adjacent to single family
housing [yellow] amily housing Lgreen housing [yellow]

Net neutral on-street

. arking impact due to Gain three on-street
On-street parking P 91mp

Expected loss of some on-
impacts stop consolidation at parking spaces due to bus street parking spaces
Chatsworth & Como Blvd stop removal [green] [yellow]
[green]

Move the eastbound
Como & Chatsworth
Do not advance [orange]
platform to Como &
Kilburn [green]

Recommendation Do not advance [orange]
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Como & Nagasaki

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.33 miles from Como & Chatsworth

Distance to next station: 0.33 miles to Maryland & Grotto

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

Como Regional Park, Como Lake, and Como by the Lake Senior Apartments
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Maryland & Grotto

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.33 miles from Como & Nagasaki

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Maryland & Dale

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

Como Regional Park, Como Lake, Como Park Senior High School, and Como Park Elementary school

Coordinated projects

The City of Saint Paul, in partnership with Ramsey County, is advancing the Maryland Avenue
Improvements Project (E Como Boulevard to Rice Street). Changes to Maryland Avenue are planned for
2028-2029. The project may change how the street looks. These changes are not reflected in the H Line
station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with agency partners to include H Line platforms in the

street design. For more details visit stpaul.gov/marylandavenue.

Additional analysis based on draft plan input

Public feedback received on the Draft Corridor Plan cited concerns about Maryland & Grotto Station
westbound platform placement, school traffic and congestion, and student activity in the neighborhood.
Absent additional considerations, Metro Transit’s preference is to stop nearside at stop sign-controlled
intersections so that the bus stops just once—for the stop sign and to load and unload passengers—
leading to the placement proposed in the Draft Corridor Plan. Based on public input, H Line project staff
evaluated an alternative to move the Maryland & Grotto westbound platform to the farside of the station
intersection.

An alternative moving the Maryland & Grotto Station was evaluated:
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e Baseline Alternative: Maryland & Grotto Station westbound platform nearside
e Alternative 1: Maryland & Grotto Station westbound platform farside

Recommendation

Following review, Metro Transit project staff recommend moving the Maryland & Grotto Station
westbound platform to be farside of the Grotto Street intersection. Moving the platform farside removes
the need to cross one leg of Grotto Street, providing safer and more direct access to Como Park Senior
High School.

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 103



METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 104



Maryland & Dale

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both farside of
the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Maryland & Grotto

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Maryland & Western

Transit connections

Route 65

Destinations

Small businesses, Marydale Park, and Arbor Pointe Senior Apartments

Coordinated projects

The City of Saint Paul, in partnership with Ramsey County, is advancing the Maryland Avenue
Improvements Project (E Como Boulevard to Rice Street). Changes to Maryland Avenue are planned for
2028-2029. The project may change how the street looks. These changes are not reflected in the H Line
station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with agency partners to include H Line platforms in the

street design. For more details visit stpaul.gov/marylandavenue.
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Maryland & Western

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The

westbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Maryland & Dale

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Maryland & Rice

Transit connections

There are no other transit routes near this location

Destinations

This section of the H Line corridor has a few businesses nearby but is largely residential in nature

Coordinated projects

The City of Saint Paul, in partnership with Ramsey County, is advancing the Maryland Avenue
Improvements Project (E Como Boulevard to Rice Street). Changes to Maryland Avenue are planned for
2028-2029. The project may change how the street looks. These changes are not reflected in the H Line
station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with agency partners to include H Line platforms in the

street design. For more details visit stpaul.gov/marylandavenue.
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Maryland & Rice

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection. They are at the same location as the existing Route 3
bus stops.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Maryland & Western

Distance to next station: 0.6 miles to Maryland & Jackson

Transit connections

Route 62 (replaced by future METRO G Line)

Destinations

Rice Street commercial corridor, Double Dragon Foods grocery store, MEK Latin & Asian Grocery Store,
Prodeo Academy — Saint Paul primary school, and other businesses near the intersection, as well as
Sylvan Park

Coordinated projects

Ramsey County, in collaboration with the City of Saint Paul, is Rice Street Reconstruction, including the
intersection with Maryland Avenue in 2025-2026. The project will change how the intersection of Rice
Street and Maryland Avenue looks. These changes are not reflected in the H Line station concept. For
more information, visit ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-projects/rice-
street-reconstruction.

Based on coordination with Metro Transit, the Rice Street project constructed enhanced transit facilities
on Maryland Avenue just west of Rice Street. H Line construction will upgrade these transit facilities to be
full BRT platforms with standard station amenities.

Separately, the City of Saint Paul, in partnership with Ramsey County, is advancing the Maryland Avenue
Improvements Project (E Como Boulevard to Rice Street). Changes to Maryland Avenue are planned for

2028-2029. The project may change how the street looks. These changes are not reflected in the H Line
station concept. Metro Transit will coordinate with agency partners to include H Line platforms in the
street design. For more details visit stpaul.gov/marylandavenue.
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Maryland & Jackson

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection.

westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Maryland & Rice

Distance to next station: 0.6 miles to Maryland & Arkwright

Transit connections

Route 68

Destinations

Trout Brook Nature Sanctuary, Saint Paul Music Academy, and small businesses

Coordinated projects

Ramsey County is Jackson Street Reconstruction in 2026. For more details visit
ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-projects/jackson-street-
reconstruction.
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Maryland & Arkwright

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both farside of
the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.6 miles from Maryland & Jackson

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Maryland & Payne

Transit connections

Route 71, planned Route 64

Destinations

Several businesses including a convenience store, staffing agency, day care center, and multiple
affordable housing buildings
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Maryland & Payne

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Maryland & Arkwright

Distance to next station: 0.4 miles to Maryland & Arcade

Transit connections

Route 64

Destinations

Payne Avenue commercial corridor, Saint Paul Public Library — Arlington Hills, Saint Paul Family Medical
Center, May Asian Market, and several other businesses
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Maryland & Arcade

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 64 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.4 miles from Maryland & Payne

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to Maryland & Forest

Transit connections

Routes 54 and 61

Destinations

Arcade Street commercial corridor, Walgreens pharmacy, medical clinic, multiple grocery stores, and
other small businesses
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Maryland & Forest

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both nearside of
the intersection. They are at the same location as the existing Route 3 bus stops.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from Maryland & Arcade

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Maryland & Duluth

Transit connections

Route 64

Destinations

Golden Harvest Foods grocery store, LIFE Prep School, and small businesses

Coordinated projects

The City of Saint Paul’s Maryland Avenue Traffic Signal Modernization Project (Dale Street to Johnson
Parkway) will replace traffic signals and curb ramps at multiple intersections along a Maryland Avenue,
including at Maryland Avenue and Forest Street. Construction is planned for 2027.

METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 119



METRO H Line Recommended Corridor Plan 120



Maryland & Duluth

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 64 bus stop.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Maryland & Forest

Distance to next station: 0.4 miles to Maryland & Clarence

Transit connections

Route 64

Destinations

Convenience store, dentist office, Phalen Regional Park
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Maryland & Clarence

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both farside of
the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.4 miles from Maryland & Duluth

Distance to next station: 0.4 miles to Maryland & Hazelwood

Transit connections

Routes 54 (replaced by future METRO Bronze Line) and 64

Destinations

Cub Foods grocery and pharmacy, ALDI grocery store, Reyes Market grocery store, M Health Fairview
Clinic, and several other businesses

Coordinated projects

This proposed station may be constructed with the METRO Bronze Line. H Line and Bronze Line will both
serve this station. For more details visit metrotransit.org/Bronze-line-project.
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Maryland & Hazelwood

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both farside of
the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.4 miles from Maryland & Clarence

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Maryland & White Bear

Transit connections

Routes 54 (replaced by future METRO Bronze Line) and 64

Destinations

Roosevelt Homes and Community Center, East Side Boys & Girls Club, Montessori Center of Minnesota,
Sackett Park, and several multifamily housing buildings

Coordinated projects

This proposed station may be constructed with the METRO Bronze Line. H Line and Bronze Line will both
serve this station. For more details visit metrotransit.org/Bronze-line-project.
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Maryland & White Bear

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is on White Bear Avenue farside of
the intersection with Maryland Avenue. The westbound platform is on Maryland Avenue farside of the
intersection with White Bear Avenue.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Maryland & Hazelwood

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to White Bear & Case

Transit connections

Routes 54 (replaced by future METRO Bronze Line), 64, and 80

Destinations

Hazel Park Preparatory Academy, Hazel Park Heights Condominiums, and several businesses

Coordinated projects

This proposed station may be constructed with the METRO Bronze Line. H Line and Bronze Line will both
serve the westbound platform. For more details visit metrotransit.org/Bronze-line-project.

Ramsey County’s White Bear Avenue Corridor Study (Maryland Avenue to Suburban Avenue) is exploring

changes to White Bear Avenue. Construction is planned for 2029-2030. For more details visit

ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-projects/white-bear-avenue-
corridor-study.
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White Bear & Case

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound and westbound platforms are both farside of
the intersection.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from Maryland & White Bear

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to White Bear & 7th Street

Transit connections

Route 80

Destinations

L’Etoile du Nord French Immersion School, Academia Cesar Chavez, Hazel Park Recreation Center, NL
Oriental Food & Deli, 3M Distribution Center, small businesses, and several multifamily housing buildings

Coordinated projects

Ramsey County’s White Bear Avenue Corridor Study (Maryland Avenue to Suburban Avenue) is exploring
changes to White Bear Avenue. Construction is planned for 2029-2030. For more details visit
ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-projects/white-bear-avenue-
corridor-study.
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White Bear & 7th Street

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is farside of the intersection. The
westbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the same location as the existing Route 80 bus stop.
Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from White Bear & Case

Distance to next station: 0.25 miles to White Bear & Minnehaha

Transit connections

Routes 74 and 80

Destinations

Dentist office, multiple small grocery stores, and other small businesses

Coordinated projects

Ramsey County’s White Bear Avenue Corridor Study (Maryland Avenue to Suburban Avenue) is exploring

changes to White Bear Avenue. Construction is planned for 2029-2030. For more details visit
ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-projects/white-bear-avenue-
corridor-study.
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White Bear & Minnehaha

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the
same location as the existing Route 80 bus stop. The westbound platform is farside of the intersection.
Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.25 miles from White Bear & 7th Street

Distance to next station: 0.4 miles to White Bear & 3rd Street

Transit connections

Route 80

Destinations

Restaurants, butcher shop, and other small businesses

Coordinated projects

Ramsey County’s White Bear Avenue Corridor Study (Maryland Avenue to Suburban Avenue) is exploring

changes to White Bear Avenue. Construction is planned for 2029-2030. For more details visit
ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-projects/white-bear-avenue-
corridor-study.
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White Bear & 3rd Street

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is on 3rd Street, farside of the
intersection with White Bear Avenue at the same location as the existing Route 80 bus stop. The
westbound platform is on White Bear Avenue farside of the intersection with 3rd Street.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.4 miles from White Bear & Minnehaha

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to 3rd St & Ruth

Transit connections

Routes 63 and 80

Destinations

Nokomis Montessori South Campus, St. Pascal Regional Catholic School, Harding High School, a
convenience store, restaurants, and other small businesses, and several multifamily housing buildings
along Hazel Street and Wilson Avenue

Coordinated projects

Ramsey County’s White Bear Avenue Corridor Study (Maryland Avenue to Suburban Avenue) is exploring

changes to White Bear Avenue. Construction is planned for 2029-2030. For more details visit

ramseycountymn.gov/residents/roads-transportation/current-road-projects/white-bear-avenue-
corridor-study.
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3rd Street & Ruth

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The eastbound platform is nearside of the intersection at the
same location as the existing Route 80 bus stop. The westbound platform is farside of the intersection.

Station spacing
Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from White Bear & 3rd Street

Distance to next station: 0.5 miles to Sun Ray Transit Center

Transit connections

Routes 74, 80, and 219

Destinations

Conway Recreation Center, Sanneh Fields, and several multifamily housing buildings along Hazel Street
and Wilson Avenue
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Sun Ray Transit Center

Station concept

View the station concept on the next page. The H Line will terminate at Sun Ray Transit Center. The
platform is mid-block and will be the final eastbound stop and first westbound stop.

Station spacing

Distance from previous station: 0.5 miles from 3rd St & Ruth

Transit connections

METRO Gold Line, Routes 63, 72, 74, 80, 219, 323, and planned Route 215

Destinations

Saint Paul Public Library — Sun Ray, Sun Ray Shopping Center, Conway Recreation Center, Sanneh Fields,
Saint Paul Youth Services, a food market, and several multifamily housing buildings
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Appendix A: Draft Corridor Plan engagement summary

Draft Corridor Plan engagement summary

Community feedback is a key consideration in the planning of a new Arterial BRT line. Draft Corridor Plan
(DCP) engagement, the first of two public engagement periods during the H Line planning phase, is
complete. This feedback has helped to shape the Recommended Corridor Plan.

The METRO H Line Draft Corridor Plan was released on March 23, 2026, initiating a six-week comment
period. The primary goal of the comment period was to gather feedback from the public regarding station
and platform locations. The DCP included 45 proposed stations from downtown Minneapolis to Sun Ray
Transit Center.

Engagement activities were designed to provide multiple opportunities for community members, transit
riders, businesses, institutions, and corridor stakeholders to learn about the project and provide feedback
through a variety of engagement channels.

Engagement activities

During the six-week engagement period,

Metro Transit project staff conducted 43

engagement activities across the corridor
and directly engaged with approximately
785 individuals.

These totals reflect participation through:

e 9 community events

e 19 pop-up engagement activities

e 3 college class presentations

e 7 neighborhood association and
district council presentations

e 5internal and partner meetings

These totals do not include phone
conversations, email correspondence, or
door-knocking interactions.

In addition to event-based engagement,
outreach staff knocked on approximately
300 doors of station neighbors near
proposed station intersections throughout
the corridor.



Overview of survey results

The H Line Draft Corridor Plan survey received 1,122 responses. Of those, approximately three-fifths (58%;
654 respondents) indicated that they “somewhat” or “strongly” agree with the statement, “I’m happy
with the H Line project,” while 10% of respondents (107) indicated that they “neither agree nor disagree”,
and 32% (361) responded that they “somewhat” or “strongly” disagree (Figure 8).

Figure 8. Overall project sentiment
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Project sentiment based on how often someone indicated that they ride Metro Transit is shown in Figure
9. More frequent riders agree or strongly agree at higher percentages with the statement “I’m happy with
the H Line project” than infrequent transit riders or those who never use transit.

Figure 9. Project sentiment based on frequency of transit usage



Of survey respondents who answered the optional question, “How do you describe your race, ethnicity
and/ or origin?” 237 (25%) people identified as BIPOC, 704 (75%) people identified as white, and 123
people preferred not to answer. Across the entire H Line corridor about half of residents identify as white
and half identify as BIPOC. Figure 10 shows the distribution of survey respondents by how they identified
their race, ethnicity and/ or origin.

Figure 10. Survey respondents by race

Survey response by household income was generally evenly distributed across six income brackets. Figure
11 shows total number of survey responses across income brackets with respondent sentiment to the
survey statement, “I’m happy with the H Line project”.

Figure 11. H Line project sentiment by household income
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Station specific feedback

Comments on specific station locations helped to identify station locations to evaluate and make changes
to as part of the Recommended Corridor Plan. Responses to the statement, “I’m happy that the H Line
will stop at this intersection” based on level of agreement are shown in the chart in Figure 12.

Figure 12. “I’m happy that the H Line will stop at this intersection”, sentiment by station location
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Station specific feedback

Station and platform locations

The primary goal of the Draft Corridor Plan was to receive public input on the location of H Line stations
and platforms. In response to public comment and additional review and coordination with project
partners, Metro Transit evaluated station and platform changes at eight locations. More detail about
each of the locations, the changes evaluated, and the recommendation is included in the H Line Stations
section of the Recommended Corridor Plan. Use the links below to go directly to the full analysis.

Washington & 5th Avenue S

Evaluation of a new H Line Station at the Washington & 5th Avenue S intersection.

15th Avenue & Como

Evaluation of moving the station mid-block between Como Avenue and Brook Avenue.

Como & 18th Avenue

Evaluation of adding a new station at Como Avenue and 18th Avenue.

Como & 27th Avenue

Evaluation of moving the Como & 29th Avenue Station to Como Avenue and 27th Avenue.

Como & Doswell

Evaluation of moving the Como & Doswell Station.

Como & Snelling

Evaluation of moving the eastbound platform to the west side of Snelling Avenue.

Como & Chatsworth

Evaluation of moving the eastbound platform to Como Avenue nearside of Kilourn Avenue or removing the
station.

Maryland & Grotto

Evaluation of moving the westbound platform farside of the Grotto Street intersection.



Key themes

Metro Transit project staff identified key themes following a review and organization of all comments
received on the H Line Draft Corridor Plan survey. The themes shown in Figure 13 represent comment
themes combined across all H Line station and platform locations.

Figure 13. Key themes across all stations and platforms
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Bicyclist safety and accommodation

Some respondents expressed concern for BRT stations interacting with existing or future bikeway
projects.

Metro Transit collaborates closely with agency partners to ensure safe interaction between BRT stations
and bikeway projects, whether they are existing or programmed. Bikeways are considered during the
planning phase, and details of safe bikeway and BRT interaction are determined during the design phase.
There are existing examples of arterial BRT stations adjacent to a bikeway, such as the E Line Hennepin &
Washington Station.

Many survey respondents specifically noted that Como Avenue in Saint Paul between 33rd Ave SE and
Cleveland-Raymond Aves lacks a separated bikeway and that this will be a gap in the separated bikeway
network once the City of Minneapolis completes its Como Ave SE corridor improvement project, adding a
two-way separated bikeway to the west of 33rd Avenue SE. The City of Saint Paul is currently
undertaking a feasibility study looking at a Como Avenue separated bikeway. Once this is complete,
Metro Transit will collaborate with the City of Saint Paul to develop the H Line platform design on Como
Avenue.

Pedestrian safety and accommodation

Some respondents expressed concern for the safety of pedestrians accessing H Line platforms.



Pedestrian safety is a key consideration for recommended platform locations. Most platform locations
will include curb extensions that will reduce the crossing distance for people walking and rolling. Other
pedestrian crossing improvements will be considered during the engineering phase of the project.
Platform locations are typically located near intersections, rather than at midblock locations, to
encourage transit riders to cross the road at intersections. Where possible, Metro Transit tries to locate
stations at intersections controlled with a traffic signal or stop sign rather than at uncontrolled
intersections to promote pedestrian safety.

H Line visual and operational impacts

Some respondents expressed concern for visual impacts caused by the presence of a BRT station near
their home or business around some station locations.

Metro Transit engages with station neighbors, including residents and business owners, throughout the
project from planning through design and construction.

Consistent station design is important for providing predictable, accessible and recognizable BRT service.
Determining the appropriate shelter size at station locations is based both on existing and potential
ridership at the location as well as site-specific conditions and constraints.

During H Line engineering (late 2026-2027), Metro Transit will identify specific placement of BRT shelters
and other amenities. The station design will consider adjacent land uses and, where applicable, station
features will also be configured to minimize effects on uses in the public realm, including existing outdoor
seating areas.

In-lane stops, with curb extensions where possible, will ensure that there is enough space for the station
amenities while maintaining enough sidewalk space behind the shelter for comfortable pedestrian
movement as well as access and visibility to storefronts. H Line shelters will use clear glass, making it
easier to see storefronts behind the shelter and minimizing visual obstruction to adjacent buildings.

Existing examples of accommodating design include “night mode” on real-time screens at stations,
where the background goes from white to black during dark hours, to lessen nighttime visual impacts and
brightness. Artistic wraps can be used on shelters and electrical cabinets where appropriate with the
ability to work with neighborhood organizations on designs.

Safety and security at and near stations

Some respondents expressed concern for safety and security of buildings adjacent to stations, or riders at
the platform.

Arterial BRT platforms have additional safety infrastructure built-in beyond what is typically found at a
local bus stop. These include pedestrian-scale lighting, security cameras, and emergency telephones.

Providing a consistently safe, clean, and welcoming experience on transit is a priority for Metro Transit.
Metro Transit’s Safety & Security Action Plan was endorsed by the Metropolitan Council in 2022, and
guides the approach to expanding the official presence on transit. As one element of this approach, Metro
Transit launched the Transit Rider Investment Program, or TRIP. TRIP Agents are now riding light rail and

BRT lines every day, inspecting fares, assisting riders, and ensuring the Rules for Riding are followed. TRIP
agents, along with police officers, Community Service Officers, supplemental security officers, and service
providers, provide multiple layers of presence on board and in the transit system.


https://www.metrotransit.org/public-safety

Keep a direct connection to downtown Saint Paul

Some respondents expressed concern about losing the direct connection to downtown Saint Paul that the
current Route 3B provides on Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue.

e The H Line alignment was identified during Metro Transit’s Network Next process in 2021 and
adopted by the Metropolitan Council.

e Arterial BRT lines are designed to serve areas where many people live and use the bus. Lines are
planned to be direct and easy to understand.

e The proposed Route 66 will retain the connection to downtown Saint Paul via Energy Park Drive,
Front Avenue, and Como Avenue.

e The METRO G Line will open in 2027, prior to the H Line, and will have a convenient and high
frequency north-south transfer with the H Line at Maryland & Rice. The G Line will serve
downtown Saint Paul with 10- to 15-minute bus frequency. Customers transferring from the H
Line to the G Line will wait at a comfortable station including a shelter with light and heat,
benches, and real time bus arrival information. Estimated wait times are around five minutes on
average for the next bus to take them southbound into downtown Saint Paul.

Tree impacts

Some respondents expressed concern for the impacts that an H Line station may have on existing trees at
platform locations or surrounding green space.

Trees provide many benefits, including providing shade for riders waiting at stops. Metro Transit seeks to
minimize impacts to existing trees in designing and building BRT stations. Where possible, platform
design will incorporate existing mature trees to avoid removing or damaging them. Where direct impacts
on existing trees cannot be avoided in platform design, Metro Transit will coordinate with the City of
Minneapolis, Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board, City of Saint Paul, and other appropriate parties
regarding potential relocation and on-site tree replacement options. H Line platform designs include
space to plant new trees within the platform.

BRT projects aim for a one-to-one tree replacement when tree removal is required for construction. The
priority is to replant a tree at the same intersection quadrant, and if that isn’t feasible, at another
quadrant of the same intersection. If that is also not feasible, Metro Transit will work with the city to
determine the best place to replant an additional tree.

Bus priority treatments and bus lanes

Some respondents expressed interest and questions about what bus priority treatments will be
implemented as part of the H Line project.

e Metro Transit works with its partners to add bus priority treatments, including bus-only lanes,
transit signal priority (TSP), and queue jumps to arterial BRT corridors. Planning and coordination
with project partners on bus priority treatments will continue through H Line project development.

o Like other Arterial BRT lines, the H Line will use TSP at the majority of signalized intersections
along the corridor.

e Arterial BRT platforms are preferred to be “farside” of the station intersection (meaning after the
signal / intersection, as opposed to before). Farside platforms are usually preferred at signalized
intersections because they are more compatible with TSP and help the bus keep moving after



serving a stop. When a platform is nearside, it is more likely that the bus will stop to serve
passengers and then wait at a red light. Farside platforms also help buses avoid conflicts with
right-turning vehicles.

Station spacing: Too few stops

Some respondents expressed concern about having too few stops or too many stops along the corridor or
segments of the corridor.

e Arterial BRT stations are usually spaced 1/3 to 1/2 mile apart to balance speed and access to
stations. Local bus routes typically stop every 1/8 to 1/4 mile. When the bus has fewer stops to
serve, there is less variation in the number of times it has to stop during a trip. This results in more
reliable service and a decrease in travel time between stations, allowing riders to reach their
destination faster and with greater confidence in the time it will take.

e Stations may have closer spacing in some circumstances. Areas with high ridership and high
density of destinations, like downtown areas or college campuses, generally have closer station
spacing. Station spacing may also be closer in other areas of the corridor to ensure access to
transfer points, housing, jobs, or other destinations.

Route 66 service and operations

Route 3B service between downtown Saint Paul and Como Avenue & Snelling Avenue is planned to be
replaced by a proposed new local Route 66 (see Proposed H Line corridor service). Transit service will
remain on the Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue corridor via the proposed Route 66. The planned
transfer point with the H Line is at Como & Snelling Station.

The western terminus of proposed Route 66 is at the H Line Como & Snelling Station. In response to public
feedback received during the Draft Corridor Plan engagement phase, Metro Transit is evaluating
extending the service to the west along Como Avenue. Additional analysis will continue and the final
proposed Route 66 service plan will be determined closer to the start of H Line service.



How to give your feedback

The Draft Corridor Plan engagement period utilized a broad range of outreach strategies to engage
corridor communities and gather feedback on proposed station locations and service changes.

The current phase of engagement for the Recommended Corridor Plan will build upon lessons learned
during this period with an increased focus on targeted outreach, demographic representation, and
continued clarification regarding proposed service changes.

Community feedback is an important part of the arterial BRT planning process. Metro Transit is asking for
public comment on updates to proposed H Line station locations. Explore the plan and provide your
feedback by October 7. There are several ways to share your feedback:

e Comment online here by October 7, 2026

e  Email comments to HLine@MetroTransit.org
e Call Customer Experience at 612-373-3333

The Recommended Corridor Plan survey will be open from September 10 to October 7, 2026.

To stay in touch, sign up for the H Line project updates at the project website:
https://www.metrotransit.org/h-line-project

The Recommended Corridor Plan engagement will help inform the Final Corridor Plan.

Public agency and community letters received during the Draft Corridor
Plan engagement

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

Staff members from agencies along the H Line corridor supported the development of the Draft Corridor
Plan. TAC members gave feedback to the project team and reviewed station and platform locations.
Participating agencies include:

e Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)
e Hennepin County

e Ramsey County

e City of Minneapolis

e City of Saint Paul

e Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

e University of Minnesota — Twin Cities


https://metc.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe7/preview/previewId/edc1914c-82a8-4db5-aca6-8a09b2c261ff/SV_e4YOV8T6ieVe2YS?Q_CHL=preview&Q_SurveyVersionID=current
HLine@MetroTransit.org
https://www.metrotransit.org/h-line-project


























































Como Park neighbors suggested alignment comparison and response

Introduction

Neighbors involved in the Como Park Neighborhood in Saint Paul (District 10 — Como Community Council)
formed an ad hoc committee to address community questions and concerns around the H Line project.
The primary request from this group was for Metro Transit to consider a change to the H Line alignment
through the Como Park Neighborhood area from Snelling Avenue to Dale Street.

Metro Transit met with the ad hoc group on March 13, 2026, to review the suggested alignment change
and the information presented in support of the suggested change. In June, Metro Transit received a
petition in support of the suggested alignment.

Metro Transit performed an analysis and comparison of the adopted alignment on Como Avenue and
Maryland Avenue, and the suggested alignment change via Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue. The
following section summarizes that comparison.

Alignments evaluated

The H Line alignment was selected through the Network Next planning process in 2020-2021. It was
adopted by the Metropolitan Council in March 2021. The H Line alignment was subsequently adopted into
the regional Transportation Policy Plan in March 2022.

The Metropolitan Council-adopted alignment that uses Como and Maryland avenues is referred to as the
“adopted alignment” (Figure 14). The adopted alignment is served today by Route 3A (Figure 15).

The Como Park ad hoc group’s suggested H Line alignment uses Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue,
between Snelling Avenue and Dale Street (Figure 16); this is referred to as the “suggested alignment”.
The suggested alignment is served today by a combination of two local routes: Route 3B along Snelling
Avenue, Energy Park Drive, and Front Avenue and Route 65 on Dale Street between Front and Maryland
avenues.

Figure 14. H Line corridor with adopted and suggested alignments between Snelling Ave and Dale St



https://www.metrotransit.org/network-next

Figure 15. Existing service for Routes 3A, 3B, and 65

Comparison approach

The adopted alignment on Como Ave and Maryland Ave and the suggested alignment on Energy Park
Drive and Front Avenue were compared at the station, alignment segment, complete corridor, and METRO
network levels to provide a holistic review. The station and alignment segment details are shown in
Figure 16.

To compare station-based results between the two alignments, Metro Transit developed seven concept
station locations for the suggested alignment along Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue following
standard ABRT station selection criteria. Station spacing, existing ridership, transfers to other transit
lines, and access to essential destinations like schools and job centers were considered in the selection
process. The Como & Snelling and Maryland & Dale stations are used in both scenarios.

These stations are approximate and do not represent the final placement of stations along either
alignment. Statistics for the alignments include the entire H Line corridor using either the adopted or
suggested alignment through the Como Park neighborhood area.

Figure 16. Alignments, stations, and walksheds




Comparison

Route design and network context

Arterial BRT lines are designed to be simple and direct. Transit service is more efficient, reliable, and
easier for customers to understand when routes are designed in simple, linear patterns without
complicated paths, from the Imagine 2050 regional transit design and performance guidelines. The
adopted alignment on Como and Maryland avenues is direct routing that enables service to Como

Regional Park and Como Park Senior High School, two priority destinations served by the existing Route
3A.

The suggested alignment on Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue deviates 1/2 mile south from the
adopted alignment along Como and Maryland avenues, adding 0.7 miles to the route. The suggested
alignment adds complexity to the 10-mile stretch between 15th Avenue in Minneapolis and White Bear
Avenue in Saint Paul.

Arterial BRT lines are not planned in isolation. Rather, Metro Transit develops arterial BRT lines in context
of the broader transit network to meet regional travel needs. The adopted H Line alignment was
developed with this in mind. The adopted alignment introduces new east-west transit service on
Maryland Avenue between Rice Street and Payne Avenue, providing more direct and convenient access to
locations to the west — including Como Regional Park, the State Fairgrounds, University of Minnesota, and
downtown Minneapolis — for those traveling to and from Saint Paul’s East Side. Ensuring this transit
connection is legible, fast, reliable, and easy-to-use are key to improving service for existing riders and
attracting new transit riders.

Bus speed and reliability

In addition to being an additional 0.7 miles, the suggested alignment along Energy Park Drive and Front is
also estimated to be slower and less reliable than the adopted alignment along Como and Maryland
avenues. The following compares estimated travel time along the route between the adopted and
suggested alignments.

Existing observed bus travel times from Routes 3A, 3B, and 65 were used to estimate the bus travel time
differences between the adopted and suggested alignments for the area between Como and Snelling
avenues and Maryland Avenue and Dale Street. Observed travel times for existing bus routes provides the
best reference point to estimate corridor travel times for a future H Line condition. These data come from
weekdays in fall 2025, based on over 1,800 observations of actual bus travel times in this area.

Typical (median) Route 3A bus travel time along the adopted alignment is 8.3 minutes in the eastbound
direction and 8.6 minutes in the westbound direction. Median Route 3B and Route 65 bus travel time
along the suggested alignment is 10 minutes in the eastbound direction and 10.1 minutes in the
westbound direction (Figure 17).

The adopted alignment has less travel time variability and better reliability compared to the suggested
alignment. This is demonstrated by the smaller amount of variability between a fast travel time (15th
percentile) and slow travel time (85th percentile). On the adopted alignment variability between the 15th
percentile travel time and 85th percentile travel time is 2.1-minutes eastbound and 2.2-minutes
westbound. On the suggested alignment variability between the 15th percentile travel time and 85th
percentile travel time is 5.0-minutes eastbound and 5.4-minutes westbound.


https://imagine2050.metrocouncil.org/reference-materials/transportation/transit-investment-plan/regional-transit-design-and-performance-guidelines/

Figure 17. Segment bus travel times, in minutes

Ridership

Ridership was evaluated for the adopted alignment and suggested alignment segments and for the full H
Line corridor including each alignment. Existing ridership was evaluated using Route 3 average weekday
data from fall 2025 (Figure 18) shows stop-level average weekday boardings along the adopted and
suggested alignments. Total boardings along the segment between Snelling Avenue and Dale Street, as
well as the full H Line alignment, for the adopted and suggested alignments are shown in Table 6.

Figure 18. Route 3 ridership along the adopted and suggested alignments




Table 6. Average weekday boardings (both directions)

Adopted Suggested Difference from % Difference
alignment alignment adopted from adopted
alignment alignment
Segment: Snelling to Dale 293 379 +86 +29%
Corridor: Full H Line alignment 6,667 6,753 +86 +1%

There is modest existing ridership along both alignments in the area between Snelling Avenue and Dale
Street. The suggested alignment along Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue had 86 more daily boardings
(+29%) than the adopted along Como and Maryland avenues in fall 2025 (Table 6). In context of the full
corridor, this difference is small, with 1% more boardings under the suggested alignment scenario.

Existing daily ridership in fall 2025 was higher on the suggested alignment. However, this pattern has not
been consistent over time. In fall 2023, the existing daily ridership along the suggested alignment was 5%
lower than that of the adopted alignment. One reason for the difference between 2023 and 2025 results is
the recent decrease in ridership at Como Park Senior High School. The high school has historically been a
generator of ridership for Route 3. Metro Transit expects that the introduction of the H Line will result in
an increase in ridership to and from Como Park Senior High School.

Importantly, the suggested Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue alignment will continue to be served by
transit with the proposed Route 66 replacing Route 3B. All existing riders on the adopted and suggested
alignments will continue to be served by either the H Line or proposed Route 66.

Population served

The following are estimates of the total number of residents and households within non-overlapping 10-
minute station walksheds along the entire H Line alignment under the two alignment scenarios. These
estimates are based on U.S. Census Bureau 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. Values
are rounded to the nearest hundred.

Overall, the corridor total population and households served are similar between the two alignment
scenarios (Table 7). The suggested alignment corridor total has more Black, Indigenous, and people of
color (BIPOC) residents (+1,300, 2.6%), while the adopted alignment corridor total has more people age 65
and over (+300, 3.6%). Differences between the alignment scenarios are less than 2% for the remainder of
the demographic characteristics.



Table 7. Population and households served

Total Population
Low-income population*

Black, Indigenous, and people
of color (BIPOC)

Population 65 and over

Households with no vehicles

Adopted
alignment
corridor total

95,600

32,000

50,000

8,300

6,700

Suggested
alignment
corridor total

96,500

32,500

51,300

8,000

6,700

Difference from
adopted
alignment

900

500

1,300

-300

*People living in households with total income less than 185% of the federal poverty thresholds

Access to destinations

% Difference
from adopted
alignment

0.9%

1.6%

2.6%

-3.6%

0.0%

The following are estimates of the number of destinations within non-overlapping 10-minute station

walksheds along the entire H Line alignment under the two alignment scenarios. These estimates are

based on U.S. Census Bureau 2023 Longitudinal-Employer Household Dynamics (LEHD) Origin-Destination
Employment Statistics (LODES); UDSA SNAP Retailer Locator Data Resources. Job statistics are rounded
to the nearest hundred.

Overall, the corridor total destinations served are similar between the two alignment scenarios (Table 8).
The suggested alignment corridor totals are slightly greater (1%-3%) than that adopted alignment corridor
in terms of total population, low-income population, Black, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC), and
total households. The suggested alignment would serve 4% fewer people age 65 and over compared to the
adopted alignment, while the two alignment scenarios are about equal in terms of access for households
without a vehicle.

Table 8. Destinations served

Adopted Suggested Difference from % Difference
alignment alignment adopted from adopted
corridor total corridor total alignment alignment
Total jobs 146,000 150,400 4,400 3.0%
Total lower wage jobs 36,600 37,400 800 2.2%
Public housing buildings 82 87 5 6.1%
Low-income housing tax credit
. 29 28 -1 -3.4%
properties
USDA SNAP retailer locations 60 61 1 1.7%



School enrollment

Access to schools was compared between the adopted alignment and the suggested alignment. School
enrollment totals were calculated by whichever alignment’s station was closest to a given school and
removing the shared stations of Como & Snelling and Maryland & Dale (MN Department of Education,
2025). Total school enrollment between the two alignments is similar.

Table 9. School enroliment

Adopted Suggested Difference from % Difference
alignment alignment adopted from adopted
(segment only) (segment only) alignment alignment

(segment only) (segment only)

School enrollment (number of

2,300 2,000 -300 -13.0%
students)

Figure 19. School enroliment by alignment

Park access

Providing improved access by transit to major regional destinations, including Como Regional Park, is an
important consideration to the H Line alignment. Simple, reliable, and convenient access via high
frequency transit service is an important goal of the Metropolitan Council. The Metropolitan Council is
committed to facilitating multimodal access to the region’s parks and trails. Section 5: Planning & Policy
Actions of the Imagine 2050 Regional Parks Policy outlines the Met Council’s collaboration with Metro
Transit to “[add] transit stops that are convenient to regional parks and trails.”

An important H Line project outcome is to connect residents to regional parks, including Como Regional
Park and Phalen Regional Park. The demographic composition of neighborhoods directly east of Como


https://imagine2050.metrocouncil.org/media/1rlgfm5g/imagine-2050-regional-parks-policy-ada.pdf

Regional Park tends to be less white, lower income, and less likely to own a vehicle than residents living in
the Como Park Neighborhood, Figure 20 and Figure 21. In Saint Paul, residents living in neighborhoods
with higher proportions of residents of color have on average access to 37% less park space than white
neighborhoods. Lower-income neighborhoods have on average access to 42% less park space than
higher-income neighborhoods.

The suggested alignment would remove direct access from the H Line to Como Regional Park for low-
income and BIPOC populations living outside of the Como Park Neighborhood.

(Trust for Public Land, n.d.) (Metropolitan Council Imagine 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Plan, 2025).

Figure 20. Low-income population by Census block group



Figure 21. BIPOC population percentage by Census block group

Surrounding land uses and development

The Como Park neighborhood features a variety of land uses, including urban neighborhood, major parks
& open space, industrial, and civic & institutional. Parks are a high priority destination for transit service
in order to improve the health and wellbeing of Twin Cities residents. The area within a 10-minute walk of
the Como & Maryland alignment is made up of 23% parks and open space and 5% industrial land use.
Conversely, the area within a 10-minute walk of the Energy Park & Front alignment is made up of 3%
parks and open space and 22% industrial land use. Major destinations in the neighborhood include Como
Regional Park, Lake Como, the Como Park Senior High School, and the nearby Minnesota State Fair.

The adopted alignment has sidewalks on both sides of the street along the length of the segment. The
suggested alignment lacks sidewalks on the south side of Energy Park Drive and much of Front Ave.



Figure 22. Planned land use

Roadway context and current transit operations

The adopted alignment that uses Como and Maryland avenues is served today by Route 3A. The Como
Park ad hoc group’s suggested H Line alignment uses Energy Park Drive and Front Avenue, between
Snelling Avenue and Dale Street. The suggested alignment is served today by a combination of two local
routes: Route 3B along Snelling Avenue, Energy Park Drive, and Front Avenue and Route 65 on Dale Street
between Front and Maryland avenues (Figure 23).

Arterial BRT lines primarily run along major roadways, but they often pass through local streets to create
an easy to use and accessible network. Most ABRT lines run on roads categorized by the Metropolitan
Council as minor augmentors (supplemental roads in dense areas), minor relievers (supplemental
capacity for congested parallel roads), and major collectors (connections between neighborhoods and to
minor business nodes).

Seven percent of the H Line alignment uses local roads. This is comparable to other existing and planned
Arterial BRT lines (A — G Lines) which have on average three percent of their alignment on local roads.

Figure 23. Existing transit service




Figure 24. Functional roadway classification

Conclusions

The adopted H Line alignment and the proposed alternative are similar across key measures including
population, jobs, and key destinations served. The proposed alignment adds additional travel time and
introduces more risk to reliability than the adopted alignment. The proposed alignment deviates away
from Como Regional Park, a key destination and an important project outcome for the H Line. The
suggested alignment would preclude direct park access via H Line. The adopted H Line alignment runs on
already established Route 3 alignment in this area.

Based on this additional analysis and comparison, revising the H Line adopted alignment is not
recommended.



Appendix B: Existing corridor ridership

Maps in this section show average weekday boardings from Routes 3, 54, 64, and 80 at existing bus stops
located along the H Line route alignment. Data are from fall 2025 (August 16 — December 5).

Figure 25. Existing corridor ridership — segment 1

Figure 26. Existing corridor ridership — segment 2



Figure 27. Existing corridor ridership — segment 3

Figure 28. Existing corridor ridership — segment 4



Figure 29. Existing corridor ridership — segment 5

Figure 30. Existing corridor ridership — segment 6



Figure 31. Existing corridor ridership — segment 7



Appendix C: Corridor pedestrian walk/roll sheds

Maps in this section show the approximate area someone could walk or roll on average within 5 minutes
and 10 minutes from proposed H Line stations.

Figure 32. H Line station walksheds — segment 1

Figure 33. H Line station walksheds — segment 2



Figure 34. H Line station walksheds — segment 3

Figure 35. H Line station walksheds — segment 4



Figure 36. H Line station walksheds — segment 5

Figure 37. H Line station walksheds — segment 6



Figure 38. H Line station walksheds — segment 7



