
Metro Transit, in partnership 
with Hennepin County and the 

City of Minneapolis, has initiated an 
alternatives analysis (AA) to identify 
possible transit improvements in 
the Midtown Corridor. The goal of a 
transitway in the Midtown Corridor 
is to improve mobility, increase 
ridership, and enhance transit 
connections through high-quality, 
frequent, and reliable transit service 
in this busy commercial corridor.  

What is the purpose of the 
Midtown Corridor AA?
The purpose of the AA is to identify 
and analyze the benefits, costs, and 
impacts associated with various 
transit alternatives in the Midtown 
Corridor. This information will help 
us understand how a transitway can 
improve transit service and increase 
ridership while also encouraging 
local sustainable development within 
an established urban environment.

What modes and alignments 
will be studied in the Midtown 
Corridor AA?
Modes to be considered in this AA 
include bus, streetcar, bus rapid 
transit (BRT), dedicated busway 
and light rail transit (LRT). The two 
alignments being studied are Lake 
Street and the Midtown Greenway in 
South Minneapolis.

What is the expected outcome 
of the Midtown Corridor AA?
The AA will result in the selection 
of an alternative that best meets the 
transportation needs of the local 
community in terms of technical 
feasibility, costs, and benefits. This 
is often called the locally preferred 
alternative, or LPA. An AA is the 
first step towards federal funding of a 
transitway project.

What is the study process to 
identify the LPA?
The study activities will fall into four 
main stages:

1. Project initiation, during which 
a comprehensive problem 
statement is developed along with 
goals and objectives for potential 
solutions

2. Initial development and 
screening of the universe of 
alternatives

3. Refinement and detailed    
 evaluation of the most    
 promising alternatives

4. Final assessment of    
 alternatives and development of   
 recommendations

Midtown Corridor Alternatives Analysis

0 0.25 0.5miles

Midtown Greenway

I-3
5W

Ly
nd

al
e 

Av
e

= Transit Center

N
ic

ol
le

t A
ve

H
en

ne
pi

n 
Av

e

Lake Street

Po
rt

la
nd

 A
ve

Ch
ic

ag
o 

Av
e

Bl
oo

m
in

gt
on

 

Ce
da

r A
ve Blue Line LRT

Lake of the Isles

Lake Calhoun

     
SWLRT (G

re
en L

in
e 

Ex
te

ns
io

n)

 Streetcar

 BRT

Dedicated Busway

 LRT



Tasks

 1. Project Initiation

 2. Review Previous Work

 3. Problem Statement - Goals, Objectives 
and Evaluate Criteria

 4. Community, Neighborhood and 
Stakeholder Outreach (TAC and PAC)

 5. Development of Conceptual 
Alternatives and AA Initiation Package

 6. Technical Methodologies, Alternatives 
Screening, Conceptual Design & Detailed 
De�nition of Alternatives Report

 7. Operating Plan

 8. Ridership Forecast

 9. Capital Cost Estimates

 10. Operating and Maintenance Cost 
Estimate

 11. Environmental and Community Issues

 12. Evaluation of Alternatives

 13. Final Alternatives Analysis Report
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How long will it take to complete the Midtown Corridor AA?
The Midtown Corridor AA takes place in three stages. It is expected that the AA process will take  
approximately 18 months to complete. The proposed schedule for the Midtown Corridor AA is shown below.

How can I stay informed and get involved?
•	 Attend an open house

•	 Visit the project website: www.midtowntransitway.org 

•	 Follow us on Facebook:
  www.facebook.com/metrotransitmn

•	 Or our Twitter feed: @metrotransitmn

•	 Receive email updates: midtown@metrotransit.org

For more information:

Michael Mechtenberg
midtown@metrotransit.org
612-349-7793
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