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Route 21/53: Positives and Negatives

Positives: 

10,000 weekday rides on Route 21 (2nd

highest ridership). 700 daily on Route 53

In some places: Route 21 has 20% of 

people in vehicles while being less than 

2% of total vehicles

Connects to important community 
destinations

and other major transit routes

Negatives

Average Route 21 spends 50% of its 

time stopped

Average speeds can be as slow as 

8mph

Ridership has been declining



METRO B Line Goals

• Provide faster, more reliable trip times in the Route 21 

corridor

• Improve transit experience at stop and on vehicles

• Expand equitable access to destinations

• Provide efficient connections to the existing and planned 

transit network



• Planned 4th arterial bus rapid transit 

line

• Substantial replacement of Route 21, 

region’s second busiest

• 8.2-mile corridor (12.6 miles with 

potential extension to downtown St. 

Paul) 

• Service every 10 minutes, 

approximately 20% faster than 

existing Route 21

• Targeted opening 2023, pending full 

project funding

• $26 million identified to date; Budget 

to be updated following corridor 

definition

What is the METRO B Line?



B Line Buses

B Line: All-door boarding, all fares collected at station

Route 21 (Today): Front-door boarding, all fares collected on board



Arterial BRT Stations



What makes BRT faster?

• Limited stops, frequent service

– Currently ~1/8 mile between stops

– B Line stations will be spaced every 

third to half mile on average

– Service about every 10 minutes 

throughout most of the day and 
evening

• Pay before boarding, board through all 
doors

• Curb bumpout bus stops

• Transit advantages

– Transit signal priority

– Queue jump lanes

– Bus approach lanes

– Dedicated bus-only lanes



Upcoming Planning Questions
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• Should the B Line extend to downtown St. Paul? If so, which alignment 

should it use around Midway area?

• At which intersections should each future station be located? 

• At which side of the intersection should each platform be located?

• Where should stops be placed to best balance speed and access?

• Which locations should be selected for implementation of transit 

advantages? 



B Line Timeline


