Soil and groundwater sampling begins this spring
This spring, METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project staff will begin notifying some
property owners along the proposed Gold Line route to coordinate right of entry to sample soil
and groundwater for potential contamination. Sampling will occur through spring 2019 and will be
regulated by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).
Project staff will use the information obtained from sampling to select appropriate design options that
protect human health and the environment during construction, which is expected to begin in 2022,
and during BRT operation, which is anticipated to begin in 2024.

What to expect
Notification and site review
Gold Line BRT project staff will review and
coordinate the sites to be sampled, notify
property owners prior to the field work,
coordinate right of entry, and coordinate with
property owners to minimize disruption. Crews
will mark underground utility lines near test sites
and mark test locations with stakes and paint
before testing crews arrive. Please do not remove
the stakes.
Soil and groundwater sampling process
In spring 2019, workers will perform soil and
groundwater sampling using the least invasive
method possible. Project staff may sample
up to 125 locations and dig up to 25 trenches
along the length of the BRT route. The MPCA
will review the project’s sampling work plan to
ensure that proper procedures are followed.
Work crews will use truck-mounted equipment to
drill boreholes that are approximately two to four
inches wide and up to 25 feet deep, or to the
level of the groundwater table.
Test trenches
Depending on current and past land use and the
project’s planned use of a particular location,
crews may need to use backhoes to dig test
trenches in areas with possible contaminated
soil.
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Trenches are typically three to four feet wide, up
to 15 feet deep and 20 to 50 feet long. Trenches
will be backfilled the same day they are opened
and will not be left open overnight. Currently, no
test trenches are planned for paved areas.
Restoration of sites
Crews will refill the holes and trenches, and
in coordination with property owners, seed
previously sodded areas for re-vegetation.
In paved areas, borehole patching will be
completed with similar material.
Work hours and noise
Crews generally begin work at 7 a.m. and work
until about 5 p.m. Work will not be done on
weekends unless a property owner requests it.
Noise associated with this work will be similar to
the sound of a medium-sized diesel truck engine.

Sample testing
The soil and groundwater samples will be tested
in a laboratory to check for any contamination
and to determine the level of contamination.
Sources of contamination may be petroleumrelated (such as leaks from old gas stations) or
non-petroleum-related (such as spilled solvents
and other industrial chemicals).
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Managing contaminated soil and groundwater
Based on the results of initial testing, additional sampling may be required. Strategies for managing
contaminated soil and groundwater will depend on the setting, the risk associated with the
contamination, and the infrastructure being built. This will be outlined in a plan that is implemented
when construction occurs and is approved by the MPCA.

STAY INFORMED
Sign up for email updates: www.metrotransit.org/gold-line
Email us: goldline@metrotransit.org
Call us: 651-602-1955

Follow us:
@GoldLineBRT

@MetroTransitMN

If you need this information in an alternative format or language, contact:
• Si necesita esta información en un formato o idioma alternativo, póngase en contacto con:
• Yog koj xav tau cov lus no txhais uas lus hmoob lossis xav tau ib tus neeg pab txhais cov lus no rau koj, tiv tauj:
• Haddii aad dooneyso in aad macluumaadkan ku hesho siyaabo kale ama afaf kale, la xiriir:
• erh>o;td.’d;M>b.w>8h>w>usdRwz.tHRvXw>cHrHRtusgvXw>uCkxXwrHRtHRt8D>rhwrh>usdm<qJ;usX
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